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AMMAN (AFP) — HU Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Ha*wn will make H short working visit to 
Mww September 2; Jordanian officials said Fri- 
day, Portcc Hasson wiH hold discussions with Russian 
official* about efforts to overcome obstacles blocking 
the Middle East peace process as well its the develop- 

nyuit or . bilateral relations, an official said. After 
Muscaw; 'fee.Cruwn Prince will head to Prague where 
fie wiH* facet Czech President Vaclav Havel, who in 
mm is {hie to make on official visit to Jordan on Sep- 
icmha' 2U. : - -. ■' 
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Settlers, Palestinians scuffle 

MAON, West Bank (AFP l — Scuffles broke out Fri- 
day when Palestinian villagers confronted Jew ish set- 
tlers trying to seize land near (heir settlement outside 
the West Bank town of Hebron. u {messes said. Dur- 
ing the fisticuffs, a settler guard drew his pistol w hich 
was seized from him by a Palestinian. The Palestinian 
returned the firearm when Israeli soldiers arrived on 
the scene and broke up the scuffles, witnesses said. 
The Palestinians from Yana village said ihey own the 
land which the Israelis claim for the expansion of their 
settlement. Meanwhile, a car driven b> a Jewish set- 
tler overturned when it was hit bv stones thrown by 
Palestinians outside the settlement of Ofra near the 
West Bank town of Ramallah. The car's occupants 
were lightly injured. Israel Radio said. 
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King issues decree dissolving Albright takes plunge with Mideast 
Parliament starting Monday tri P; Rubin P la Y s down expectations 

o •/ . . , 
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AMMAK — A Royal 
DcCTse 'Jsatr isM«d Friday 
lerramitltng the 12ih Purlia- 
itiearjs of Momiay Sept 1. 
1997.' 

*We. Kmg Hussein of Jor- 
dan. m acctiatmce with 
Poragtapix J of Article 34 of 
the Ctnnswuiknv. f^rdcr that 
the Lower Ho«« uf Pariia- 

ii ic ai be dissolved as of 
Monday Sept. 1, 1997," the 
deem: stsied- 

PjrfpsnenE has been in 
recisis ance a Koval Decree 
issued tai March 19 termi- 
nated (be sttwdon, despite an 
attempt by : opposition 
deputies zit Miy to call for 
an cx ^ordinal) summer 
session #> discuss amend- 
ments ;o the Press and Pub- 
lications Law and two other 
laws. 

Another Royal Decree last 
month entered that parlia- 
mentary elections be held in 
aixordam* wjth the provi- 
sions of (he law, while a 
govemment announcement 
on Aus. S staled that elec- 
tions will be held on Nov. 4. 

The government opened a 
dialogue with representa- 


tives nf Islamist groups and 
opposition parties after their 
inient to boycott the elec- 
.tioas was announced, hut no 
cretclasive results have been 
reported to date. . 

The government has con- 
duvlcd iwo sessions with the 
apposition, one with the five 
pro-poll opposition parties, 
and one with the pro-poll 
National Constitutional 
Party tNCPj, which was 
formed by the merger of 
nine parlies in May. 

The five pro-poll exposi- 
tion parties ask (hat (he gov- 
ernment introduce measures 
to ease the tension with the 
opposiiion groups, while the 
Islamists seek a change of 
the one person, one vote 
election system and a repeal 
of the Press and Publica- 
tions Law. both precondi- 
tions for their participation 
in the elections. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali has pledged 
free, fair, and democratic 
parliamentary elections* and 
called on all eligible citizens 
to exercise their right of 
electing . representatives to 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. 

His Majesty King Hussein 


She is not a magician, she is a realist — spokesman 


Iraq awaiting first 

■ 

shipments via Syria 


DUBAI {AFP> — Iraqi 
Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mehdi Saleh said Friday 
his country would begin 
importing goods via Syrian 
ports for the first time in at 
least 15 years. - 

Mr. Saleh, who is current- 
ly in Damascus, told the 
cm i rati newspaper A! Itxi- 
liad that a first shipment of 
5U.0C0 tonnes of sugar 
from France was expected 
at Syria's Mediterranean 
port of Tartous and would 
then be transported to Iraq, 
but he gave no timetable. 

He said he expected trade 
between Syria and Iraq to 
grow, with contracts worth 
S5U million to buy Syrian 
merchandise already 
signed 

The two countries, which 
arc ruled by rival branches 
of the Baath Party, broke 
off lies when Syria backed 
Iran at the start of the 1980- 
1988 I ran -Iraq war. Their 
border was' closed in 19S2. 


But ’ relations have 
wanned considerably in the 
past three months with an 
exchange of commercial 
delegations and the first 
contracts between the two 
countries in 17 years. 

Mr. Saleh arrived in Syria 
Wednesday for the opening 
of the Damascus Interna- 
tional Fair, which his coun- 
try is taking part in for the 
first time since ties were 
broken. 

A Syrian trade delegation 
ended a five-day visit to 
Baghdad Wednesday after 
signing contracts to sell 
food under the U.N. oil-for- 
food deal which allows Iraq 
to export limited amounts 
of .oil to buy humanitarian 
supplies. 

In August, the U.N. 
authorised Iraq, which has 
been under a strict interna- 
tional embargo since it 
invaded Kuwait in 1990, to 
import merchandise via its 
border with Syria. 


Main suspects in NY 
bomb plot indicted 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
two main suspects in a pica to 
bomb the New York subway 
were indicted Friday on fed- 
eral charges of conspiracy, 
justice officials said. 

Ghazi Ibrahim Abu Mezer. 
23. a Palestinian national 
and Lafi Khalil 22, of Jor- 
dan, were indicted by a 
Brooklyn federal jury on the 
charges which include con- 
spiring to use a weapon of 
mass destruction, a crime 
punishable by life imprison- 
ment. 

■ 

Both men are also charged 
with conspiring to use a 
firearm during a crime of vio- 
lence. Khalil is additionally 
charged with possessing a 
fraudulent immigration regis- 
tration card. 

Police were tipped off 
about the planned bomb 
attack by a man who tem- 
porarily lived with the sus- 
pects in a shabby Brooklyn 
apartment furnished wife two 
mattresses" on a bare floor; a 
bookshelf "with a handful of 
books and almost empty 
kitchen cabinets. 

. When police raided the 


apartment July 31, they 
found a pipe bomb fully 
rigged and ready to be deto- 
nated When one of the men 
allegedly attempted to disarm 
police and detonate the 
bomb, police opened fire and 
shot them both, prosecutors 
said Investigators said police 
also discovered a note stating 
that a bomb would be used 
against U.S. citizens if vari- 
ous demands were not met. 

Prosecutors said the Brook- 
lyn scheme sparked “an 
intensive, worldwide investi- 
gation that included a joint 
police and federal joint ter- 
rorism task force." 

The probe has attempted to 
determine whether the defen- 
dants were acting alone or 
had links to any organised 
terrorist groups. Investigators 
are also seeking to arrest and 
prosecute anyone else who 
might be involved in the plot. 

But federal prosecutors 
said Friday feat the ongoing 
investigation “has not yet 
uncovered evidence showing 
a connection between . the 
defendants and any .known 
terrorist group ” 
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endorsed the government's 
call during his tour of vari- 
ous govemorotes this 
month. At a public rally in 
Ajloun ‘ last Wednesday, 
King Hussein uiged Jorda- 
nians to go to the polls on 
Nov. 4 to elect their repre- 
sentatives. saying whoever 
seeks to protect the national 
interests has to contribute to 
its democratic process. 

As part of the preparations 


for the general elections, the 
Ministry of Interior has 
finalised a voter registration 
list. 

A report from the ministry 
Friday said Minister of Inte- 
rior Nathir Rashid chaired a 
meeting Thursday for gover- 
nors to review issues con- 
nected with the preparations 
and urged them to offer 
facilities to ensure fair and 
tree elections. 



PRINCE FIRAS APPOINTED KING'S HEALTH 
SECRETARY: A Royal Decree was issued Friday 
appointing His Royal Highness Prince Firas Ben 
Ra'd as health secretary for His Majesty King Hus- 
sein at the higher grade, as of September 1, 1997. . 

200 killed in new 
Algeria massacre 


SID1 MOUSSA (AFP) — 
Algeria's seemingly endless 
spiral of violence reached 
new horrific proportions Fri- 
day with more than 200 peo- 
ple reported slaughtered 
overnight by suspected 
Islamists. 

If confirmed, it would be 
the deadliest such massacre 
since Algeria erupted into 
violence afier disputed elec- 
tions five years ago. There 
was no official confirmation 
of the killings. 

The massacre took place in 
the Sidi Moussa district south 
of Algiers, local residents 
said. 

An AFP photographer who 
went to one of tin: villages in 
the district, 20 kilometres 
south of the capital saw sev- 
eral dozen bodies piled up. 

“The bodies were in an 
empty field, covered with 
blankets," die photographer 
said. “You could see Limbs 
protruding from under the 
covers." 

He said ambulances were 
expected to recover the bod- 
ies of the victims. 

Many government and mil- 
itary officials lushed id the 
site of the massacre which 
was sealed off by troops and 
firefighters who were out in 
force. 

Residents, some of whom 
pleaded for news of their rel- 
atives. said the victims were 
either shot or had their throat 


slit. 

One villager said that more 
than 300 assailants swooped 
down on several farms in 
their region during the night 
while their victims slept. 

The massacre comes fol- 
lowing a series of killings 
and bomb blasts that have left 
more than 225 people dead 
since Sunday and have been 
blamed on Islamists, accord- 
ing to a partial toll. 

The latest incident took 
place lale Thursday when a 
bomb exploded in a crowded 
seaside cafe in Algeria's sec- 
ond city Oran leaving many 
people injured, witnesses 
contacted by telephone said. 

They were unable to give a 
precise figure, but said the 
toll could be high because the 
cafe was full of customers 
when the bomb went off. 

The device was hidden 
inside a parcel which three 
young men left in the Panora- 
ma cafe. 

Oran, about 400 kilometres 
west of the capital Algiers, 
had so far been spared the 
kind of violence that has ter- 
rorised much of the country. 

The violence has been 
largely blamed on the 
Islamists although it is often 
difficult for the media to 
independently confirm the 
death toDs and to determine 
who is responsible. 


WASHINGTON iRv — U.S. 
Secretary of Stale Madeleine 
Albright will nuke her first 
official visit to the Middle East 
starting September 9 to try to 
restore crust between Israel and 
the Palestinians, her 
spokesman said on Friday. 

The trip, expected to focus 
oil steps towards Middle East 
peace, will include Israel, the 
Palestinian tetri lories, Egy pt 
Jordan. Syria and Saudi .Ara- 
bia. spokesman James Rubin 
told a State Department brief- 
ing. 

Mr. Rubin played down 
expectations that the trip 
would achieve instant results 
but said the U.S. saw enough 
progress on security coopera- 
tion to iusufy Ms. Albright 
making the crip, expected to 
hot about a w eek. 

Arab and European states 
have criticised Ms. Albright's 
long delay in visiting the Mid- 
dle East, traditionally one of 
the top priorities in U.S. for- 
eign policy. Her predecessor, 
Warren Christopher, visited the 
region some 2U times in four 
years. 

One incentive for U.S. 
engagement was the damage 
done to the peace process 
when suicide bombers killed 
16 people in a Jerusalem mar- 
ket on July 30. 

Mr. Rubin, explaining >he 
decision to go, said: “Some 
progress has been mad. ar-J 
there is a trend in the rigiu 
direction. There's been some 
lifting of die closure [of Pales- 
tinian territories] by the 
Israelis. There's been move- 
ment on the security track. The 
trend is in the right direction." 

“The trip is about trying to 
build back the peace process 
from the abyss it has been in. 
She is not a magician. She is a 
realist but she believes it is 


Lime to lake the first trip to talk 
to the leaders on their own 
turfT he added. 

"Clearly the peace process is 
in trouble... there is a crisis of 
confidence. The secretary's 
trip is designed to begin to 
address that lack of confi- 
dence. But the problems 
between the two parties are 
complex, they ore deeply 
entrenched and they will not be 
solved by one trip. Secretary 
Albright is a lot of things, but 
she is also a realist., and she 
has quite realistic expectations 
about what can be resolved on 
this mp." 

M'. .Albright spoke to Israeli 
Prime Minister Ben v am in 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat on Fri- 
day in preparation for the crip. 
Mr. Rubin said. 

Apart from the Israeli-Pales- 
tinian negotiations, Ms. 
Albright will also consult with 
U.S. allies on the security of 
the Gulf and Iran and Iraq, Mr. 
Rubin said. 

In Syria, she will try to 
revive the sporadic negotia- 
tions with Israel which came to 
a standstill early last year. 

The two countries negotiated 
for more than four years over 
an Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, occupied in 
1967, but reached no agree- 
ment 

Israel’s former negotiator 
with Syria. Itamar Rabinovich. 
said on Thursday that Israel 
agreed in principle more than 
three years ago to discuss 
pulling out from the Heights 
(sec story’ on page 12). 

Mr. Rubin said that contrary 
to some media speculation, 
U.S. Middle East envoy Den- 
nis Ross would not go the 
region in advance of Ms. 
Albright's trip. 


Albright calls European counterparts 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright called her counterparts from France, Britain and Rus- 
sia to brief them on her upcoming trip to the Middle East, the 
State Department said Friday. Ms. .Albright “tried to gel their 
advice and support in trying to promote peace in the region." 
State Department spokesman James Rubin said In her talks 
wife French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine, British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook, and Russian Foreign MinisterYevgeny 
Primakov. Ms. Albright presented her itinerary' and "what 
messages she will be carrying in general terms." he said. 
"Each of those leaders in tbeir own way has some influence 
cat the process, and we would like to encourage the maximum 
support from our allies and friends to try to encourage and put 
leverage on the leaders in the region," Mr. Rubin said. 

Paris says Washington 
too passive in Mideast 


PARIS (R) — French Foreign 
Minister Hubert Vedrine criti- 
cised the United States on 
Thursday for being too passive 
in the Middle East peace 
process and said Puis wanted 
to take a more active role in 
reviving peace talks. 

“The United Stales cannot 
remain passive, as it has in the 
past few months, because... the 
peace process cannot live with- 
out encouragement from the 
United States and the Euro- 
peans and notably, for historic 
reasons, from France," Mr. 
Vedrine said in a radio inter- 
view. 

■Thai has not been the case 
from the American side these 
past few months. We must cor- 
rect this." Mr. Vedrine told 
Europe 1 Radio. 

Mr. Vedrine's wish that Paris 
Lake on a higher profile in the 
Middle East mirrored remarks 
made the evening before by 
President Jacques Chirac at a 
conference of French ambas- 
sadors. 


But in blaming Washington 
for the peace process impasse. 
Mr. Vedrine went bevond Mr. 

P 

Chirac, who had not criticised 
the U.S. role in the region. 

Instead. Mr. Chirac had 
stressed the need for France to 
coordinate its eiforts with 
Washington. 

Mr. Vedrine sounded grim- 
mer than Mr. Chirac concern- 
ing the status of the peace 
negotiations. 

“We are in an extremely seri- 
ous situation, the peace 
process has stopped, and there 
is on absence of hope, an 
absence of perspective, and 
Palestinian people who have 
been pushed into hopeless- 
ness." he said in the radio inter- 
view. 

'There will be no solution to 
the Middle East until there is 
security, until there is a recog- 
nised and stable political 
agreement." he said 

Mr. Chirac has long advocat- 
ed a more active role for Paris 
in Middle East diplomacy. 


Israel shells U.N. peacekeepers in 
Lebanon to force their withdrawal 


GHANDOURIYEH (AFP) 
— The Israeli army shelled a 
hill in south Lebanon Friday 
to prevent U.N. peacekeepers 
recovering the bodies of pro- 
Syrian guerrillas killed in a 
gunbattle with Israeli troops 
fee previous day. 

Israeli artillery gunners 
based in Qantara, inside the 
Jewish state's so-called 
“security zone" in south 
Lebanon, fired three 155mm 
shells at a hill overlooking a 
valley where 15 Finnish U.N. 
soldier* were headed, an AFP 
correspondent reported 


The peacekeepers eventual- 
ly withdrew to the nearby vil- 
lage of Ghandouriyeh. 
Twelve more missil es landed 
on the valley over fee next 
hour. 

The UN. solders were try- 
ing to recover the bodies of 
four fighters from the Shi’ite 
Muslim Amal movement, 
who were killed Thursday in 
an Israeli ground operation 
outside the occupied zone 
according to Amal. 

Two hours later, Israel’s 
proxy South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia tried to recover 


the bodies but were forced to 
withdraw under fire from 
Amal fighters. 

A total of 40 shells were 
fired during a 30-minute bat- 
tle between the SLA militia- 
men and Amal in fee valley 
on the edge of the Israeli- 
occupied zone. 

Bodies of anti-Israeli guer- 
rillas have been used in the 
past as bargaining chips for 
fee SLA to secure the release 
of its militiamen abducted by 
Hizbollah and other guerrilla 
groups. 

Israel lost four soldiers dur- 


ing Thursday's clashes in a 
vast brush fire started by 
artillery and air strikes by its 
own forces against the Amal 
guerrillas. 

An Israeli officer accused 
the UN. Interim Force In 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) Friday of 
blocking efforts to rescue the 
four infantrymen burned 

V 

alive in the fire, a charge 
rejected by UNIFIL 
spokesman Timur Goksel 
who in turn accused Israeli 
soldiers of forcing their way 
through a U.N. post at gun- 
point. 


Russia warns Israel Shamir describes 
against dam project Netanya hu as liar 

& ervnrvMii j * r*n. r» II.. W 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
voiced concern Thursday 
about Israel's plan to build a 
dam on territory claimed by 
Syria, and urged the Israeli 
government to avoid potting 
“another obstacle" in the way 
of peace talks wife Damascus. 

Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Valery 

Nesterushkm said that if Israel 
went ahead with the project to 
build a reservoir dam on the 
Yarmouk River, “it would fur- 
ther aggravate the already 
tense atmosphere in Syrian- 
Israeli relations." 

Damascus perceived the 
dam project in the Israeli- 
occupied Golan Heights as 
“further confirmation of the 
present Israeli government’s 
course of strengthening the 
occupation of the Golan." Ms. 
Nesteiushkin said. 

“Another obstacle is being 
raised blocking a resumption 
of Syrian-Israeli talks on the 


generally accepted principle 
of land-for-peace. 

“As a co-sponsor of the 
Middle East peace process, 
Russia calls on the Israeli gov- 
ernment to reassess the deci- 
sion and refrain from actions 
which are predetermining fee 
outcome of talks," be said 

The U.S., the other co-spon- 
sor of fee peace process 
launched in Madrid in 1991, 
has also voiced concern about 
die dam project U.S. Stale 
Department spokesman 
James Rubin said fee site for 
the dam had not been decided, 
but warned that if Israel were 
considering building it on dis- 
puted territory, Washington 
would not approve of the 
move. Jordanian and Israeli 
officials Wednesday denied 
that fee joint Jordanlan-Jsraeli 
dam will be constructed on a 
territory claimed by Syria. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Former 
Israeli Premier Yitzhak 
Shamir lashed out at Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu on Friday for not 
being sufficiently nationalist, 
calling him a "liar and an 
opportunist" who has no 
principles whatsoever. 

Mr. Shamir. 82, who 
belongs like Mr. Netanyahu 
to the right-wing Likud Party, 
said in a television interview 
that his successor “is inca- 
pable of keeping any promis- 
es to his voters" 

“Bibi [Mr. Netanyahu's 
nickname] has no principles. 
He’s fragile and caves in 
under the slightest pressure 
and sometimes gives way to 
panic," Mr. Shamir said. 

He accused Mr. Netanyahu 
of wanting to “compromise" 
on Eretz-Jsrael, the Biblical 
concept of Israel taking in the 


Palestinian territories, and 
branded him a ‘liar, an 
opportunist and an egotist." 

Mr. Shamir, who served as 
prime minister from 1 988 to 
1992, backed Mr. Netanyahu 
in elections lust year but has 
since sniped at him non-stop 
for not totally abandoning the 
autonomy agreement wife 
the Palestinians. 

He said in the interview, 
“the Arabs never change, 
they don't want peace and 
they will be like feat for gen- 
erations to come." 

“There are no moderate 
Arabs, with the exception of 
Anwar Sadat.” the former 
Egyptian president who 
signed peace wife Israel in 
1979. “Human life is valued 
far less by fee Arabs than by 
the Jews, and that is why we 
must keep our swords by our 
side." he said. 
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Israeli army demolishes 


homes in bedouin village 


JERICHO ( AFP) — A large 
force of Israeli soldiers tore 
down the homes of six 
bedouin families in a vil- 
lage in the northern West 
Bank on Thursday, witness- 
es said. 

Several hundred soldiers 
and a number of bulldozers 
entered the small bedouin 
farming village of Farush 
Beit Dajjan on the edge of 
the Jordan Valley north of 
Jericho and tore down one 
concrete house and five 
shacks, the witnesses said. 

Soldiers hit the Palestin- 
ian representative to the 
joint security liaison office, 
Yousef Lafi. who had tried 
to stop the demolition, and 
arrested one bedouin. 


Yousef Abu Awad. who 
resisted when they tore 
down his shack, liaison 
sources said. The soldiers 
also wrecked a dozen ani- 
mal pens and storage 
shacks. 

A total of 52 people were 
put out of their homes, 
including the 15-member 
family of Kanaan Moham- 
mad Kanaan, owner of the 
concrete house. 

"This is brutal and has no 
justification. They just want 
to expel us from this area so 
they can expand their set- 
tlements. But I will never 
leave my home. I will 
rebuild it over and over and 
over if necessary,"' Mr. 
Kanaan, 47, told Agence 


France Presse. 

The soldiers brought a 
court order for the demoli- 
tion of the homes, saying 
they were built illegally on 
land not owned by the 
bedouin. 

But the Palestinian liaison 
office said it had put for- 
ward documents proving 
the families' ownership of 
the area. 

Farush Beit Dajjao. a vil- 
lage of 1.200 residents, bas 
been targeted frequently by 
Israeli house demolition 
campaigns, the last time in 
May when around seven 
shacks were tom down. 

The village lies in the 
Faria valley, some 40 kilo- 
metres north of Jericho, one 


of the most fertile regions 
in the West Bank which is 
surrounded by several Jew- 
ish settlements. 

In the past month, Israel 
has launched a campaign to 
tear down Palestinian 
homes built without legal 
permits. Israeli authorities 
rarely issue such permits to 
Palestinians even to allow 
the expansion of existing 
communities. 

Israeli authorities have 
demolished at least 55 
homes in the West Bank 
and Arab east Jerusalem in 
the past four weeks, accord- 
ing to the Palestinian local 
administration ministry. 


Palestinian broadcasting chief 


defends Holocaust denial 


OCCUPIED 

JERUSALEM I API — 
The Palestinian Broad- 
casting Corporation on 
Thursday defended a pro- 
gramme on official Pales- 
tinian Television in which 
the host and a guest said 
Jews profited from the 
Holocaust and inflated the 
number of victims. 

A senior adviser to 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
accused the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
of anti-Semitism. 

“It is regrettable that an 
official outlet of the Pales- 
tinian [National] Authority 
has stooped to Holocaust 
denial, coupled with an 


allusion to Jewish venality 
and greed.” said the advis- 
er, David Bar-lllan. 

Another issue was a cul- 
tural affairs programme 
aired earlier this week. 
One segment of the show 
included a discussion 
between the host, Moham- 
mad Buji. and two Pales- 
tinian writers. Hussain 
Agha and Odeh Abu Aza. 

The Holocaust came up 
in the context of violent 
acts by Israeli soldiers 
against Palestinians. 

At one point, Mr. Buji 
said, according to a tran- 
script provided by Mr. 
Bar-lllan's office, “it is 
well known that every 
year the Jews, exaggerate 


what the Nazis did to 
them. They claim there 
were 6 million killed, but 
precise scientific research 
demonstrates that there 
were no more than 
400.000.” 

Mr. Agha. the author, 
said according to the tran- 
script that Jews have 
“profited materially, spiri- 
tually, politically and eco- 
nomically from the talk 
about the Nazi killings.” ■ 

“This investment is 
favourable to them and 
they view it as a profitable 
activity so they inflate the 
number of victims all the 
time.” Mr. Agha was quot- 
ed as saying. 

The chairman of the 


Palestinian Broadcasting 
Corporation. Radwan Abu 
Ayyash, confirmed the 
general content of the tran- 
script, but said he did not 
know whether every word 
was quoted accurately. 

Mr. Ayyash said the two 
men were entitled to 
express their views, and 
said he didn’t consider the 
remarks offensive. 

“1 do not see in this any- 
thing against Jews or 
against anybody. The 
Israelis cannot prevent 
people from saying what 
they want,” he said. 

Atftut. 6 million Jews 
perished in the Nazi Hole- 


Iraqi minister visits 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Iraqi Trade 
Minister Mohammad Mahdi Saleh has 
arrived in Syria for a surprise visit to 
represent Baghdad at the Damascus 
International Fair for the first time in 
17 years. 

Mr. Saleh arrived late Wednesday at 
the border post of AJ Tanaf, which was 

reopened to businessmen from the two 
neighbouring countries in June after a 
15-year closure. 

The Damascus Fair, which was set to 
open Thursday, is being attended by an 
official Iraqi delegation for the first 
time since Syria and Iraq broke off ties 
in 19S0. 

Mr. Saleh told the Syrian press that 
he will also meet officials in Damascus 
to discuss “Syria’s capacity to export 
food and pharmaceutical products to 
Iraq" in line with a U.N. oil-for-food 
deal. 

He said a Syrian trade delegation, 
which ended a five-day visit to Bagh- 
dad on Wednesday, had signed con- 
tracts to sell food under the U.N. deal 
which allows Iraq to export limited 
amounts of oil to finance purchases of 
humanitarian supplies. 

Saleh is only die second Iraqi minis- 
ter to visit Syria since 1980. The indus- 
try and energy minister visited Damas- 
cus last November. 

The two countries, which are ruled 
by rival branches of the Baarh Party, 
broke off ties when Syria backed Iran 
at the start of the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq 
war. Their border was closed in 1982. 
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Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammad Mehdi Saleh (right) shakes hands with 
his Saudi Arabian counterpart Ousama Ja’ afar A1 Faqih a t the opening 
conference of the International Exhibition of Trade in Damascus Thursday 
(Reuters pboto) 


But ties have warmed considerably 
in the past three months with an 
exchange of commercial delegations 
and the first contracts between die two 


countries in 17 years. 

Syria is to take part for the first time 
in the Babylon Cultural Festival in Iraq , 
next mouth. 


Report says Israel seeking Russian 


mediation in paying off debt to Iran 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel is seeking 
Russian help in paying off a 
$650 milli on debt to Iran, a 
daily reported Friday. 

Israel incurred the debt to 
Iran during joint ownership of 
an oil company during die 
Shah's rule, tire daily Yediot 
Ahronot said. The partnership 
was kept secret at the tune, the 
paper said. 

The company controlled a 
pipeline that rah 32 milli on 
tonnes of crude oil from the 
Israeli Red Sea port of Eilat to 
refineries in the coastal town 


of Ashkelon and northern port 
city of Haifa for an annual 
profit of S32 milli on, the 
report said 

Fearing the fall of the Shah 
during the last six months of 
his regime. Israel held back 
Iran’s share of the company's 
profits, incurring the debt, 
Yediot said. 

The debt has since grown to 
an estimated SI billion, the 
paper added. A few years ago, 
Iran sued Israel for die money 
through the ■ Hague 
International Court. 

Infrastructure Minister Ariel 


Sharon brought up the possi- 
bility' of Russian mediation in 
a meeting with Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin in June. Yediot said. 

Israel seeks a solution in 
which Russia would pay off 
the debt to Iran and then col- 
lect the money from Israel, the 
paper said. The report did not 
give Russia's response to the 
proposal. 

Government officials were 
not immediately available for 
comment on the report. 

By paying off the debt. 
Israel hopes to improve its. 


relationship with Iran, which it ; 

holds responsible for the fate 
of Israeli airman Ron Arad 


r ... 

r. , 


yr.c 


= - ■ -if 
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who was captured by Inman- ||J 


backed guerrillas in Lebanon 
in 1986. 


-financi 


Iran has also recently been ^ ^ x 


making strenuous efforts to 
achieve a nuclear weapon 
capability and to acquire mis- 
siles capable of reaching 
Israel. In May, Israeli Foreign r 
Minister David Levy urged - ; “ 
Iranian President Mohammad- 
Khatami to support Isaefr 
Arab peace and stop support- 
ins terrorism. 




« ■ 

- v l — 


^ i ■ . 1 

H " 

\ ■■ « It 


Ar’i'.v 


MODI’IN. Israel (R) — Anton Beta 
came to Israel six months ago from 
Romania to clean streets at a construc- 
tion site. 

He left in August in a coffin, his 
lungs still filled with the industrial 
dust that killed him. 

Although he complained of pain 10 
days before he died, 53-year-old Beta 
never received a simple antibiotic that 
could have saved him. He developed 
pneumonia and died in a workers' car- 
avan camp in central Israel. 

“He was not treated at all.” said 
Yehuda Hiss, director of Israel's Insti- 
tute for Forensic Medicine. “This is 
why the infection developed and be 
reached the stage where he collapsed 
and died.” 

After his death, about 200 of Beta’s 
co-workers held his body hostage in 
their ramshackle trailer home for nine 
hours to draw attention to working 
conditions they said were inhumane. 

Some 250.000 foreign workers have 
streamed into Israel in the past four 
years — legally and illegally — as the 
country, battered by Palestinian sui- 
cide attacks, sought to replace cheap 


Foreign workers in Israel face despair 


Arab labour from the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Workers’ rights organisations say 
foreigners, who speak little Hebrew or 
English, are easily and often abused 
by their employers. Many live in 
crowded shanties with no running 
water and are denied medical care. 

One workers' advocacy group says it 
gets about 20 complaints daily from 
disgruntled labourers who have had 
their passports confiscated and pay 
withheld. 

“I wish F stayed in Romania,” said 
one 25-year-old landscaper. 

“I have no right to talk and make 
jokes. I live in a place with no shower. 
I am Christian. But when 1 asked to go 
to church, they looked at me and said, 
‘it is better if you shut up,"’ he said, 
covering his dirty blond hair with a 
ban dann a 

More than 50 foreign workers have 
died in the past eight months accord- 


ing to Israel's Health Ministry. They 
have died in work accidents, drown- 
ings and suicides. Some have drunk 
themselves to death. 

Foreign workers are inot entitled to 
national medical insurance, workers' 
rights groups say sick workers have 
been denied care and sent home 
because employers do not want to pay. 

“(This one) died before they could 
get him on the plane,” said Hanna 
Zohar of the Workers’ Hotline, refer-* 
ring to Beta. 

Officials at construction firm Ben- 
Yakar-GaL where Beta worked, said 
they were not responsible for his 
death. The work agency that brought 
him over has agreed to pay $10,000 to 
bis family. 


Israel's dilemma 


While the import of workers once 
seemed a quick fix to Israel's security 


dilemma, Israelis now say foreign 
workers have brought crime to their 
cities and are threatening to stay for 
good. 

Public Security Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani has campaigned to make life 
tougher for the workers by ba nnin g 
them from setting up health institutes, 
churches and taverns in what he 
described as an effort to pressure them 
to go home. 

Israel has stepped up deportations of 
illegal workers and said it wants to fire 
some foreigners and re hire Palestini- 
ans. 

But a July 30 double suicide attack 
that killed 16 people, including the 
two bombers in Jerusalem, and the 
subsequent Israeli entry ban on Pales- 
tinian workers, reinforced Israel’s 
dependence on foreign labour. 

Lured from their home countries 
with monthly wages of $350-$700, 
foreign workers arrive in Israel to find 


they are expected to work 10- to 13- 
hour days, six or seven days a week. 

The Israeli bosses promise a round- 
trip airfare, fat monthly paychecks, 
room and board, and medical insur- 
ance. 

But Zhang, 41, who left a $250-a- 
month job teaching English in China, 
bas found nothing but despair. 

He lives in a stone hovel with 40 
other men, eats only the food his boss 
puts in front of him and says he hasn't 
been paid for 13 months of heavy 
labour. 

Although Israeli labour law's regu- 
lating minimum wage, employment 
conditions and working hours apply to 
foreigners, workers often do not know 
their rights. About half of them go 
home penniless, Zohar said. 

Those who have money find solace 
in cheap Israeli beer. Empty cans litter 
the streets of Modi’ in — Israel’s so- 
called “city of the future” — below 


half-finished, stone apartments. 

Workers seeking a little extra spend- 
ing money sneak out of the construc- 
tion sites to do odd jobs in their free 
time in the nearby garden suburb of 
Maccabim. Those caught by employ- 
ers have been fired, deported and 
fined, said Zhang. 

“We need toothpaste and soap, and 
some workers smoke and need ciga- 
rettes. But we are not allowed to go 
out” he said. 

Zhang said he’d like to leave now, 
but employers have told him that if he 
goes, they will deduct his $1,300 air- 
line ticket from his wages. 

His bosses have kept his salary, say- 
ing he can get the money only after he 
goes home after two full years of 
work. 

“Here, human rights are nor respect- 
ed. The boss often shoves and hits 
people. They are never satisfied. They 
shout at us like we, are animals.” be 
said. \ 

“But we signed a contract. Maybe it 
is our fault.” 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 7731U-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 .Twinkle 

14:30 Wishbone 

15:00 Blue Heelers 

15:30. World Of Geo 

16:00 .The Valley Between 

16:30 .THE 

17:00 French programmes 

19:00 .Le Journal 

19 JO News headlines 

19:35 -Neighbours 

2(k00.Comedy — Ties that Bind 

20-JO Prism 

21:10 _ Tune Tra* 

22:00 — News in English 

22 JO Feature film 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


23:59 

EUen 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:43 

- Fajr 

06KM 

(Sunrise) Duha 

12:36 

J3huhr 

16:13 

.. *A w 

17:08 

Maghreb 

20:29 



622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 55 16245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 6S8404 
The Latter-Dav Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
EngSsb-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190 


MmJMax. tempL, 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts - ... 

Jordan VaDey .... 


...mi 

>24/37 

15/35 

.23/37 


EMERGENCIES 


Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Ammon 33 Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: A mman 28 per cent, 
Aqaba 35 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


CHURCHES 


WEATHER 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 

632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Anmnucation 
TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Tferra Sancta Church TeL 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Moderate summer weather 
conditions will prevail with 
temperatures dropping gradu- 
ally and winds northwesterly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Du Abbas AJ Hakm .....SS5446 
Dr. AymanAI Mnbtaseb 87574S 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah S47351 

Dl Arafat AlAshhab 602507 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ...... 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy ,..,,623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

De Mazen AbuBakir .. .276852 

Al Quds pharmacy (— > 

ZARQA: 

De Ya’coub Al Khatib ..991772 
KhaBfeh pharmacy 985417 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 

- - 661111 

Gvfl Defence Immediate Rescue 

- .630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank... 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

— — ... -.,.,630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66 1176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 1 21 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

- 661101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan ...7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6801 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

- 636381 

RJ Flight Information OS- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

..... 813813/32 

Khal'ufi Maternity, J. Amn 

..J. 644281/6 

AkOefa Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

.642362 

Madras, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....,607071 

Shmeisaiu Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber HospitaL. 667227/9 
The Islamic, AbdaB 666126/37 

Al-Ahfi. AbdaK 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

— 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 

- — .775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Spedal Surgery -865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

.(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ...(09)986732 
Al Efikam Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 


IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Dm Al Nafees Hospital 

...(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 
—.(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


15:55 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

19:10 .London. Berlin (RJ) 

20:45 .... Dubai (add) (RJ) 

20:45 Cairo (RJ) 

23:30 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

01:45 .Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

02:30 Madrid (RJ) 

05:15 Al ’Ain (add) (RJ) 

05:25 Dubai (add) (RJ) 

05:30 Bangkok (RJ) 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ ) information 
department ar the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where il should 
always be verified. Information . 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 — „JMew Delhi (RJ) 

1(H30 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

l(k50 Abu Dhabi, Doha (RJ) 

11:00 Colombo (RJ) 

11:45 Beirut (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:10 Jakarta (GA) 

07:05 _ London. Damascus (BA) 

13:00 -Riyadh (SV) 

13:10 ..Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF> 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

16:30 .. Dubai (EX) 

17:00 .DohatQR) 

1^25 AntaJia (TK) 

20:10 London (GA) 

21:10 -Paris, Damascus (AF) 

22:15 ...Cairo (MS) 

23:25 Beinii(ME) 

23*15 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:15 London (BA) 

03:00 -Rome ( AZ) 


09:40 Istanbul(RJ) 

12:00 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

13:00 Amsterdam. Detroit (RJ) 

13:00 Geneva, Madrid (RJ).' 

13:10 

14:00 Amsterdam, New' Yaifc 

(RJ) - -- r^ 

14:00 Dubai (.add) (RJ) 

14.-05 London (RJ) 

16:30 Brussels, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:15 Cairo (RJ) 

19:00 Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

21:10 .Riyadh. Dhahar (RJ) 

21:50 Bombay (RJ) 

21:45 ...Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22:20 Dubai tadd)(RJ) 

22 JO — AJ ’Ain (add) (RJ) 

01 JO ..... Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
04:00 Jeddah (RJ) 


Royal Win^ (RW) 

(No flights no Saturday) 


DEPARTURES 


14:15 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

15:10 .Istanbul (RJ) 

15130 Moscow (add) (RJ) 


■•■iiHniimHHi 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:50 Moscow tadd)(RJ) 

08:10 IU 1 1* .. ■. -Beirut (RJ) 

0&30 -Dahran (add ) (RJ ) 


Other Flights 

04:00 RoroeiAZ) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:50 Lamaca(CY) 

07:10 London (GA) 

07:55 .London (BA) 

08:10 , Damascus, London (BA) 
14:00 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

14:30 ...Riyadh (SV) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:45 uDubai (EK) 

17:50 Doha (QR) 

19:25 Amalia (TK) 

21:10 Jakarta (GA) 

23:15 Cairo (MS) 

23:55 Damascus, Paris (AF) 

00:25 ...Beirut Amsterdam (KL) 
04:00 -Rome (AZ) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 
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asks weeklies for Meeting seeks to encourage 

■, • 1 ■ l ■ 

proof of compliance with law adherence to human rights 


AMMAN^" (EJ.Tr) The 

Press :-amk. Phblicadofls 
Depahrii^'hai sene rrotifl- 
iratio«N in the nation's IS. 

wuckly papcot demandings 

nqwriv jtar their financial 

accounts : by the - [ dad of 
August 1997. - , C - ' 

A tejgonhis Alylfcisifuor- 
FridaV v«4/ IXmartment 
Director 

Mawia sfern. : memoranda 
stating shat in accordance 
v. ith rficPtosami PuWua- 
uom ' :■ weeklies 

must sebah “jjssewiis - of 
their acceonwahd^todgets, 
undJt^.iAihtr^ .towspond 


by the end of the month 
- 7 ' wswld. result in legal mea- 
. shies ' being taken against 
f' Use newsagent in question. 
- Aniclp_36 of the 1993 
Press and Publications Law 
~ stipulates that weekly 
r '■ M peft’ tmtst submit their 
- ffljwcql ledgers for review 
-and. in case of failure to do 
Ho/totaUhe Press and Pubh- 
■cstions Department has the 
right to pursue legal action. 
" Mr. Mawla whs quoted by 
AfDustour a* saying that 
all -18- \wecklieK have 
already submitted docu- 
ments, approved by the 


Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, intended to prove 
that they have registered a 
capital of JD 300.000 each 
as required by the recent 
amendments to the Press 
and Publications Law. 

The department must now 
determine if these weeklies 
have actually acquired the 
required capital by examin- 
ing their financial situa- 
tions. be explained. 

Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawi last week 
announced that all daily 
and weekly papers submit- 


ted documents to the Min- 
istry of Information intend- 
ed to confirm their adher- 
ence to the amendments, 
which were endorsed by the 
government on May 17. 

According to the amend- 
ments, weekly papers must 
have a registered eaptial of 
JD 300.000. while the 
dailies must have a regis- 
tered capital of JD 600,000. 

Mr. Mawla said a min- 
istry-appointed committee 
of experts is currently 
examining relevant docu- 
ments. 
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Tw6 executed for murder 


% Rasa Hessefatf . 

JfunArn Times StugRtporter 

i 

m ■ ■ 

AMMAN r~ A man and s 
woman, both convicted of 
murder in -1996, were 
hanged at dawn .Thursday 
.it Swuqa Prison, judicial 
Miurce* confirmed. 

Raya Musa, 35, and 
Khaiid Saqa. TK tsere sen- 
tenced (tv. death by the 
Criminal Court last year 
after being convicted of 
murder in unrelated cases. 

According to an official 
source who attended the 
execution. Musa, who 
screamed, cried, and read 
\ erses of die Koran while 


being brought to the gal- 
tows, was . declared dead 
after 17 minutes. 

Saqa, who appeared calm, 
asked for forgiveness, and 
expressed regret for his 
crime, the official said. He 
said the prisoner was pro- 
nounced dead after 24 min- 
utes. 

Musa, the mother of nine, 
was sentenced to death by 
the Criminal Court in 
November 1996, after 
being found guilty of poi- 
soning her husband, Ahmad 
Mire'e, in Mafraq in Janu- 
ary of die some year. 

She became the third 
woman executed in the 


Kingdom in 1997. 

Satqa wax sentenced to 
death after being convicted 
of strangling his younger 
sister in a suburb of 
Amman. 

A Royal Decree was 
issued last month approv- 
ing the sentences after both 
coses were reviewed by the 
Court of Cassation, which 
ratified the ruling of the 
Criminal Court 

Thursday’s executions 
bring the total number of 
people executed in Jordan 
this year to 11. 

Last year, 10 people were 
put to death for committing 
various crimes. 


Bonn to raise 

i 

aid to Jordan., 


BONN (Petra) — The Ger- 
man government will 
increase its development 
aid to Jordan next year in 
appreciation of its policies, 
stability, and supportive 
role in the peace process. 

German Minister for 
Economic Cooperation 
Karl Dieter Sprenger Fri- 
day said in on interview 
with the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra. that 
although Germany will 
decrease its aid to develop- 
ing nations from DM 3.965 
billion to DM 3.275 billion 
next year, it will increase 
its aid to Jordan. 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — The 
United Nations Centre for 
Human Rights in Geneva 
will convene an Asia/Pacif- 
ic Regional Meeting on 
Universal Adherence to the 
Principal international 
Human Rights Instruments 
next week in Amman, a 
U.N. Information Service 
statement announced. 

The meeting, which will 
be held from Sept. 1-4 at 
the Forte Grand Hotel, is 
being convened pursuant to 
the 1993 Vienna Declara- 
tion and Programme of 
Action tVDPAi, the siai- 
mcm said Thursday. 

The VPDA recommended 
that a concerted effort be 
made to encourage and 
facilitate the ratification of 
the international human 


rights treaties and protocols 
adopted within the frame- 
work of the United Nations 
system with the aim of uni- 
versal acceptance. 

To that end. the United 
Nations Secretary- General 
was requested to open a 
dialogue w ith states that 
have not yet acceded to the 
human rights treaties, the 
statement said. 

Hosted by the govern- 
ment of Jordan, the meeting 
will bring together experts 
from states in the 
Asian/P acific region which 
have not submitted instru- 
ments of ratification, acces- 
sion. or succession to a 
number of principal inter- 
national human rights 
instruments, with a view to 
promoting understanding 


and eventual ratification of 
the instruments, the state- 
ment added. 

Participants will be intro- 
duced to ail aspects of the 
treaty regime by interna- 
tional human rights experts 
and statT from the Centre of 
Human Rights, it said. 

According to the United 
Nations, this meeting pre- 
cedes two special occasions 
which make its convening 
at this point very timely': 
Next year, the Vienna Dec- 
laration and Programme of 
Action will undergo a five- 
year review of its imple- 
mentation, which coincides 
with the commemoration of 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. 

These two occasions pro- 


vide an opportunity for the 
United Nations to assess 
the progress made towards 
making human rights truly 
universal, the statement 
said. 

The statement emphasises 
that while ratification of a 
treaty by one country does 
not in itself mean that all 
human rights arc respected 
in that eoumrv. it j> an 

m 

expression of commitment 
by a country to promote 
and protect the rights cov- 
ered in that treaty. 

It stressed that ratification 
of a treaty, therefore, is the 
first step of a continuous 
review of the laws, policies, 
and practices that affect the 
enjoy men! of human rights. 


Committee to attend conference in Yemen 


EU to co-finance business conference 


By Hind-La ra Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 
■» 

AMMAN — The European 
Union will grant JD 40,000 for 
j proposed seminar on the 
Euro-Jordanian Association 
Agreement -to be avotganised 
by the Jordanian Business- 
men's Association (JBA) and 
the Delegation of the European 
Commission in Amman. 

The aim behind the gather- 
ing, scheduled for November, 
is to inform the Jordanian busi- 
ness community of the chal- 
lenges, opportunities, and con- 
sequences of tiie agreement, 
which was initialled in Malta 
this year, said Ramon Mestres, 
Economic Counsellor at the 
Delegation of the European 
Commission in Amman. 

According to Mr. Mestres, 
Jordanian industrialists and 
businessmen have expressed a 
strong interest in acquiring 
more knowledge of the agree- 
ment. 

“It Ls widely [felt] in the 
business community (here] 
that there is a lack of aware- 
ness of the content of the asso- 
ciation agreement and its 
impact on the Jordanian econ- 


omy," Mr. Mestres told the Jor- 
don Times. 

Free trade between the EU 
and some Mediterranean coun- 
tries, including Tunisia. 
Morocco, and Palestine, is 
already under way, and similar 
agreements are being negotiate 
ed with Egypt and Lebanon, be 
said. .... 

Analysis believe that the 
next 10 years will prove to be a 
period of political and socio- 
economic reform in Jordon, 
with dramatic transformations 
toting place in trade, invest- 
ment, and business, be contin- 
ued. 

One goal of the agreement is 
the establishment of a Euro- 
Mediterranean free-trade zone 
by the year 2010, as stated in 
the 1995 Barcelona Declara- 
tion. 

“This enlarged zone would 
encompass some 40 countries 
with a population of [nearly] 
one billion,” explained Mr. 
Mestres. who said he believes 
that this zone could become 
one of tbe three major blocks 
constituting the future global 
economy. 

Questions of concern to tbe 
local private sector pertain to 


tbe export of agricultural prod- 
ucts, intellectual property 
rights and urude liberalisation 
in services, trade liberalisation 
towards EU industrial prod- 
ucts, competition law, and the 
rules of origin and accommo- 
dation, Mr. Mestres added. 

The Euro-Mediterranean 
Agreement provides a frame- 
work for political dialogue, in 
accordance with the first pillar 
of the political and security 
poitnerehlp of the Barcelona 
Declaration. 

The goal of establishing tbe 
conditions for the progressive 
liberalisation of trade in goods, 
services, and capita] is in line 
with tbe free-trade area con- 
cept, Mr. Mestres explained. 

The partnership also deals 
with improving living and 
employment conditions and 
enhancing productivity and 
financial stability, said Mr. 
Mestres. 

“Regional cooperation with 
a view for the consolidation of 
peaceful coexistence and eco- 
nomic and political stability,” 
is another focal point of the 
Euro-Jordanian partnership, 
Mr. Mestres said. 


Police arrest 

smuggling 

suspects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Police 
Friday announced tbe 
arrest of two people sus- 
pected of trafficking arms 
to the Kingdom from Iraq, 
according to an official 
source. 

The source said the two 
men arrested had infiltrat- 
ed the Jordanian border 
and were found in posse- 
sion of large numbers of 
automatic weapons, 
explosives, and missile 
launchers. 

The source would not 
elaborate on what authori- 
ies believe the suspects 
may have intended to do 
with the large cache of 
weapons and explosives, 
nor whether their final 
destination was Jordan. 

The source maintained 
that State Security Prose- 
cutor Captain Mahmoud 
Hyassat is questioning the 
two men, and will refer 
their case to the State 
Court within the next few 
weeks. 


AMMAN (Pctraj — The 
Higher Jordanian- Yemeni 
Joint Committee is slated to 
bold its sixth meeting in 
Sana'a from Sept. 7-9 
under the leadership of the 
two nations’ prime minis- 
ters. 

During the meeting, sev- 
eral agreements ore expect- 
ed to be concluded in the 
fields of health, trade, ener- 
gy, tourism, culture, and 
economic cooperation, 
according to a statement 
issued Friday. 

The higher comminee 
meetings will be preceded 
by a preliminary confer- 
ence from Sept. 3-7 headed 
by the ministers of industry 
and trade of the two coun- 
tries, the statement contin- 
ued. 

Secretary’ General of the 
Ministry of Industry ( ^nd 
Trade Mohammad 

Halaiqah organised an 
information session for the 
representatives of the con- 


cerned ministries and the 
private sector and said the 
main issues to be discussed 
in Sana'a include boosting 
trade exchanges and the 
prospects of concluding a 
deal worth $5 million to 
each side, as well as organ- 
ising trade fairs in both 
countries to promote the 
sale of local products. 

The parties are scheduled 
to sign an agreement on 
organising employment 
and sharing expertise in 
vocational training, and to 
discuss cooperation in 
health and medical care, 
facilitation of Jordanian 
medicine exports to Yemen, 
provision of medical treat- 
ment in Jordan for Yemeni 
patients, and cooperation 
between the respective pri- 
vate health sectors. Dr. 
Halaiqah said. 

The higher comminee 
plans to study the possibili- 
ty of the two private sectors 
establishing a joint compa- 


ny to deal wiih maritime 
transport, and allowing 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) to 
operate direct flights 
between Amman and 
Sana'a and Aden, and pro- 
vide expertise in aircraft 
maintenance. Dr. Huluiqah 
added. 

The committee w ill 
examine a plan to send Jor- 
danian teachers to Yemen 
and allow Yemeni students 
to obtain scholarships at 
local universities. 

The group is expected to 
urge the private sector to 
set up a joint fishing com- 
pany and arrange a 
timetable for the exchange 
of agricultural produce. 

Several other plans are to 
be covered, including the 
purchase of gas and oil 
products from Yemen, pro- 
vision of advice in electric- 
ity-related matters, estab- 
lishment of n seismological 
centre in Yemen, and coop- 
eration in mining. 


Dr. Halaiqa said the com- 
mittee will explore the 
prospect of Jordanian prior- 
ity in Yemeni construction 
projects, in particular pub- 
lic works. 

Dunne the meetings an 
agreement is expected u» be 
signed on cooperation in 
tourism and culture, and on 
providing expertise in 
social development and 
security affairs, includinc 

m H. 

training in security work 
and criminal extradition. 

The private sector will be 
invited to benefit from the 
opportunities that will be 
opened by these agree- 
ments. he continued. 

Jordan last year exported 
JD 21 million worth of 
goods to Yemen, mainly 
cement, and imported JD 
5.7 million worth of 
Yemeni products, mainly 
fish. 


Sao Paulo names city square after Amman 


SAO PAULO (AJ Ra’i) — 
The Municipal Council of 
Sao Paulo has nam ed one 
of its main squares after 
Amman, during a special 
ceremony attended by 
Greater Amman Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi, Ambas- 
sador to Brazil Azmi 
Mirza, and Amman Munic- 
ipal Council Member 
Majid Asfour. 

Dr. Abbadi and the mayor 
of Sao Paulo also signed an 
agreement of cooperation 
between the municipalities 
of Sao Paulo and Amman. 

Addressing tbe ceremo- 
ny, the mayor of San Paulo 
said the eponym is a ges- 


ture of appreciation toward 
Amman. 

He praised His Majesty 
King Hussein as one of the 
prominent leaders in tbe 
region, saying that he 
enjoys the appreciation and 
respect of the Brazilian 
people, who look forward a 
visit by the King to their 
country. 

The mayor outlined the 
importance of Dr. Abbadi's 
visit to the Brazilian capi- 
tal, saying that it is an 
important step on the path 
of establishing bilateral ties 
between both capitals. 

Dr. Abbadi reviewed 
Greater Amman Munici- 


pality's objectives, saying 
that it intends to provide a 
good infrastructure and a 
clean environment, as well 
as cultural and recreational 
facilities for its citizens. 

Dr. Abbadi visited the 
Arab-Brazilian Chamber of 
Commerce where he met 
with board members and 
was briefed on its activities 
and the services it provides 
(o the Arab community 
there. 

Dr. Abbadi extended an 
invitation to Brazilian trav- 
el and tour agents to visit 
Amman. 



Mamdouh Abbadi 



Cnio'* 451 ; 

VOS 


in* 

p*-: 


team- 

■ "Ain 


& 

t# 

D*' 






JS*\ 
-■ iJi 

l y f 
' - 

>> 

o 


. 

pud*! 


9 


GOING 

ON 


\ _ 


■ A ■ k- -fc ■*- 






EXHIBHlONS 


■1— . 


. Y. ' - . 


MsMattheJprdan 
Plastic, AH-Asstxria- 
tic ml* ^< 3aUery, ; . Jabal 

Serit 

*. 

arid) 

Bani Harnida present 
a Bam Hanrida extri- 
bition. j[nigs, y push- 


■ * 


i ads, runners, : ,: 

■J ■. 

‘ am d h bas - 



-' "V ; * 




HallofKair Zamari, 

m h ; 

Sepu 20. ^ . . / ; . 




■ . ^ h ’ •• • ij 1 * * ■ ■ ■ ■ I c 

J abalAnm^cc^ jxritjl 
Aug. 3F.'; 

■ ■ .5— m - «■ ‘. Tl - i; -H i> 

. - ■ * " -i- . 'i . : - " ■ ■ - 


‘Seeds of Peace’ programme takes root 


By Hmd-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In 1993, journalist 
John Wallacb founded the Seeds 
of Peace programme to promote 
Arab-Israeli coexistence. 

Since then this programme has 
gained momentum, increasing 
from an original 50 participants 
to a current number of 150 from 
eight nations. 

Jordan joined this programme 
in 1995. 

The Seeds of Peace Interna- 
tional Camp brings together 
teenagers from, die West Bank, 
Gaza, Israel, Jordan, Egypt, 
Morocco, Tunisia, Qatar, and the 
United States. 

Participants come from diverse 
backgrounds: refugee camps, 
settlements, and Muslim, Jewish, 
Christian, and Druze environ- 
ments, said Alia Fada, Seeds of 
Peace representative in Jordan. 

For the first time, the Seeds of 
Peace has been allocated its own 
camp in the United States. 

“We usually camped far thirty 
days in other camps in the States, 
but this year we have our own 
Seeds of Peace camp in Maine,” 
Ms. Fada said. 

Each year, 20 teenagers, select- 
ed through a competitive process 
of interviews, essays, and rec- 
ommendations, are chosen from 
Jordan to participate in the Seeds 
of Peace programme, Ms. Fada 
disclosed. 

Originally this programme was 
restricted to Jubilee School stu- 
dents, but now aQ students in the 
Kingdom can participate, 


according to Ms. Fada. 

As for tbe benefits gained from 
such an activity, Ms. Fada told 
the Jordan Times that teenagers 
come away from this experience 
with more insight, become more 
politically aware, and even start 
to read newspapers. 

“The most exciting thing at the 
camp was when we started to 
interact with each other through 
sports.” said Leen ‘Alami, who 
recently returned from her sec- 
ond trip to the Seeds of Peace 
camp. 

She told tbe Jordan Times that 
this daily interaction fostered 
cooperation amongst tbe 
campers. 

“It did not really matter 
whether yon were Jordanian, 
Palestinian, Israeli, or American. 
We got to know each other as 
individuals,” she raid. 

For first-timer Serena Kefayeh, 
this was a unique experience. 
She told the Jordan Times that 
others at the camp had respected 
her point of view and bad lis- 
tened to what she had to say. 

“We tried to put aside our dif- 
ferences and to focus on com- 
mon ground,” she explained. 

Participants- this year met with 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeline 
Albright, who according to Sere- 
na, was proud of them and said 
that they had the full support of 
President Bill Clinton in their 
endeavours to promote peace. 

In 1996, Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor invited 
Seeds of Peace to Jordan for a 
reunion, which was attended by 
more than 200 Arab and Israeli 


alumni. 

Serena stressed that it was very 
important to have peace. “With- 
out peace nothing would be 
worth it, because when your 
neighbours and you don’t have 
peace, how can you have peace 
with the rest of the world,” she 
said. 

According to 17-year-old 
Shouq Tarawneh, a three-time 
participant, the, most important 
aspect of Seed$ of Peace is the 
return home. 

“We have to show others how r 
important it is to be open-mind- 
ed. It is not important to agree 
with different points of view, but 
we have to get to know others,” 
Shouq said. 

For Shouq, the coexistence 
sessions at the camp are of tbe 
most interest. 

Politics are the main issue 
here, and usually dialogue is 
between Palestinians and 
Israelis, while other nationals 
participate by giving their opin- 
ions on what is being discussed, 
she said. 

“We discussed with the Israelis 
how Jordan is hosting a lot of 
Palestinian refugees who have 
the right to go back home,” 
Shouq said. 

Participants always differenti- 
ated between their personal 
points of view and their coun- 
try's official position, she 
emphasised. 

As a programme leader, Shouq 
has the duty of a facilitator for 

new campers. 

She revealed that at the begin- 
ning of each camp, emotions and 


: A 
. :• / ) 

i 



Seeds of Peace participants gather on the White House steps before meeting VS. First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton 


tensions are quite high among 
the 14- and 15-year-old campers. 

“Young campers become very 
emotional when we speak about 
the peace process. They start 
fighting with each other whenev- 
er they discuss who suffered 
more, and who had the right to 
live on the land,” she said. 

This year, tensions were espe- 
cially, high with the Jerusalem 
bombings and the subsequent 
closures taking place during the . 


course of the camp season. 

A ceremony was held in mem- 
ory of those who died, and 
everybody at the camp expressed 
his or her sorrow. Shouq said. 

But campers leave with differ- 
ent views than the ones they 
came with, agree all three 
campers interviewed. 

At the end of this year’s camp, 
participants were given a semi- 
nar on tbe significance of first 
achieving peace within one’s 


seif. 

Shouq recalls what a moving 
experience this was. when “one 
Egyptian boy stood up and asked 
how peace could be [attained] 
when his Israeli colleague did 
not even believe in the existence 
of Palestine .” 

The Israeli boy answered by 
saying dial he did indeed believe 
in a state called Palestine and 
that Palestinians had the right to 
live there. 
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Sihanouk arrives back in 


Cambodian temple town 


SEEM REAP, Cambodia (R) — Cambodia’s King Norodom 
Sihanouk arrived in the northwest town of Siem Reap 
Friday on his first trip to his homeland since Premier Hun 
Sen ousted the king’s son as co-premier in July. 

King Sihanouk, 74, flew in from Beijing where he has 
been receiving medical treatment for several ailments since 
February. He said earlier he wanted to hold Buddhist 
prayers for peace and national reconciliation at the famed 
Angkor Temple complex near Siem Reap. 

A light rain fell as King Sihanouk, accompanied by his 
wife Queen Monineath, was helped down the aircraft steps 
by a bodyguard. 

He was greeted by acting head of state Chea Sim and 
other government leaders including Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen and newly appointed First Prime Minister Ung 
Huot, the replacement for King Sihanouk’s son. Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh. 

A smiling Sihanouk, with a garland of flowers around his 
neck, then walked up a red carpet greeting and talked to 
officials. 

**I am the father of all Cambodian people," the ailing king 
told reporters when asked if he recognised Mr. Hun Sen’s 
new government. 

He said his message for his people was one of peace and 
national reconciliation. 

The king, a constitutional monarch, has made clear his 
disapproval of Mr. Hun Sen's bloody July 6 overthrow of 
Prince Ranariddh and has said he still recognises the prince 
as a legitimate prime minister. 

Earlier Friday, King Sihanouk made a fresh call for a 
ceasefire in his troubled country. "What I can and must do 
is beg Hun Sen... and all the antagonists, parties and armies, 
to effect as soon as possible a general ceasefire.’’ the king 
'■said in a statement issued in Beijing. 

Government forces under Mr. Hun Sen and royalist fight- 
ers loyal to Prince Ranariddh have been battling in north- 
western Cambodia for several weeks. Thai military sources 
on the border opposite the contested Cambodian town of 
O'Smach said the situation was generally quiet Friday 
though there had been light shelling earlier. 

Several thousand people including many schoolchildren 
lined the road from Siem Reap airport to the king’s resi- 
dence in the centre of the leafy town. 

King Sihanouk has not said how long he will stay in Siem 
Reap but earlier this week said his Chinese doctors had 
asked him to return to Beijing for medical checks in three 
months. 

Political analysts said King Sihanouk's decision to fly 
straight to Siem Reap without visiting the capital was a sign 
that he was not yet willing to give his endorsement to Mr. 
Hun Sen's new government. 

Mr. Hun Sen and Prince Ranariddh, former battlefield 
foes, shared power in a coalition government set up after 
United Nations-supervised elections in 1993. 


Prince Ranariddh won the election but the king helped 
broker the coalition agreement with Mr. Hun Sen after the 
leader of the former Vietnamese-backed Communist gov- 
ernment objected to the poll result. 

Meanwhile, several shells were fired by opposing forces 
in northwestern Cambodia Friday morning. 

Forces under Hun Sen and royalist fighters exchanged 
several artillery rounds in the vicinity of the Cambodian 
border town of O'Smach but there was no sustained fight- 
ing. a Reuters photographer on the Thai side of the border 
said. 

The king said he had received demands for support from 
compatriots opposed to Second Prime Minister Hun Sen, 
ho toppled Ranariddh in early July. 

He said that as constitutional monarch he had no right to 
ndemn the government while to abdicate would be to 
andon his people in their hour of need. 
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^‘Regarding the ‘de jure or de facto recognition’ of the 


government of Hun Sen. it's not up to me to grant this or 
npt,’’ he said. 

| Most royalist soldiers withdrew from O’Smach Sunday 
and took up positions in surrounding hills where they have 
been firing down on Mr. Hun Sen forces trying to approach 
the town. 

In a separate development, the Thai government has is- 
sued a formal complaint to Cambodia after one soldier was 
killed and two wounded earlier this week when shells fired 
by Cambodian government forces landed in Thai territory. 

An aide memoire written by the Thai embassy in Phnom 
Penh and obtained by Reuters Friday said the incident was 
a violation of Thailand's territorial integrity and if it hap- 
pened again would have implications for the countries' rela- 
tions. 

‘The royal Thai government considers this fatal incident 
constitutes a violation of Thailand's territorial integrity and 
sovereignty,’’ the aide memoire said. “This act. if it contin- 
ues unabated, would have serious implications on the rela- 
tions between Thailand and Cambodia" 

The aide memoire said tour artillery shells fired by Royal 
Cambodian Armed Forces Wednesday afternoon landed 
and exploded in Thai territory, 50 metres from the Thai- 
Cambodian border at Chong Chom village, in Surin 
province. 

The artillery shells killed one man, wounded two and 
damaged a Thai army vehicle. 

The incident occurred as Cambodian government forces 
attacked royalist fighters around O'Smach. 

“The royal government of Cambodia is strongly urged... 
to take immediate measures to prevent the recurrence of 
s imil ar incidents and provide appropriate compensation to 
the families of the above-mentioned soldiers.'* the aide 
memoire said. 

Cambodian Co-Defence Minister Tea Banh apologised 
Thursday for the incident. 


Taleban accuse Iran of meddling in Afghanistan 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The 
Taleban movement accused 
Iran Friday of arming and 
tr ainin g Afghans for sabo- 
tage in Afghanistan, a Pa- 
kistan-based Afghan News 
Service reported. 

The Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) quoted Kandahar- 
based Taleban spokesman 
Sayed Muh ammad Haqqani 
as saying the Taleban had 
seized Iranian explosives 
and equipment hidden in 
cement bags at the Iranian- 
Afghan border in Nimroz 
province Thursday. 


Mr. Haqqani said the 
material wa$‘ intended to 
have been used to blow up 
buildings and bridges “to 
shed more blood in Af- 
ghanistan” on the instruc- 
tions of the Iranian govern- 
ment. 

“We are warning Iran 
again to stop its interference 
and to cease helping the 
opposition militarily," said 
Mr. Haqqani. 

He accused Tehran of run- 
ning training camps for 
opposition fighters on its 
soil and sending them back 


across the border. 

Taleban official sources 
say the militia holds at least 
two Iranian nationals who 
were captured in battle. 

Shiite-majority Iran has 
not concealed its distrust of 
the Sunni Muslim Taleban 
militants who swept into 
Kabul 11 months ago in a 
quest to impose their strict 
brand of Islamic rule across 
Afghanistan, of which they 
control about two thirds. 

Tehran still recognises 
ousted President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani as head of 


Afgh anis tan’s legitimate 
government, but it denies 
providing military aid to the 
Taleban’s opponents, who 
include the Shiite Muslim 
Hizb-e-Wahdat militia. 

Opposition factions ac- 
cuse neighbouring Pakistan 
of creating and supporting 
the mainly ethnic Pashtun 
Taleban. 

Pakistan, followed by 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates, recognised 
the Taleban government in 
May. but denies sponsoring 
the purist Islamic mili tia. 


Gang warfare in Venezuelan jail kills 29 


EL DORADO (R) — 
Twenty-nine inmates were 
hacked and stabbed to death 
Thursday at a remote Ve- 
nezuelan maximum-securi- 
ty jail in a savage battle for 
power between rival gangs, 
authorities said 

“There are 29 dead and 13 
injured, the scene inside is 
hellish," Said Rodriguez, 
Secretary General of Boli- 
var state, told Reuters out- 
side the Ei Dorado jail, 700 
kilometres southeast of 
Caracas. 

Justice Ministry officials 
had earlier put the number 
of dead at 42, but local 
authorities explained that 
early reports were confused 
by scarce information from 
the rain forest region, in the 
heart of Venezuela's gold- 
rush territories. 

The killers used machetes 
and primitive knives, decap- 
itating several of the vic- 


tims. Others were badly 
burned when the attackers 
set fire to their mattresses, 
officials said 
“There are seven headless 
corpses and several with 
stab wounds and mutilated 
limbs," said Jose Alberto 
Zulita. a top official at the 
state governor's office. 

At least two of the dead 
had had their throats cut. 
Blood was splattered on the 
walls and heads and limbs 
lay scattered on the floor, 
prison officials said 
The carefully planned sur- 
prise attack started shortly 
after dawn when many of 
the prisoners were asleep 
and lasted for less than 20 


minutes. 

Seeking revenge for the 
recent murder of one of 
their gang leaders, a group 
of inmates broke the locks 
on their cell and launched 
the violent raid on a rival 


gang transferred from ano- 
ther jail. 

As they approached, the 
attackers shouted a coded 
warning that guards were 
carrying out a weapons 
search, meaning that their 
victims were defenceless 
when they burst into the cell. 

The savage raid was 
sparked by fierce rivalries 
between local inmates and a 
group of prisoners moved 
from the La Sabaneta jail in 
western Venezuela far from 
their families as a punish- 
ment, officials said. All of 
the dead’ were from La 
Sabaneta , 1 they added 

“It was a lynching. The 
aim was to massacre them," 
Justice Minister Hilarion 
Cardozo told a news confer- 


ence. 

Built in 1958, the El Dora- 
do jail lies across the River 
Cuyuni from the scruffy 
mining town named after 


the mythical South Ameri- 
can city of gold. 

Surrounded by water re- 
putedly infested by piranhas 
and ailigarors, the jail once 
held famous French jail- 
breaker Henri Charrier, bet- 
ter known as Papillon. who 
escaped 

“This place is the worst 
you could possibly imag- 
ine," a former El Dorado 
prison guard told Reuters. 
“They're the most danger- 
ous criminals in the country, 
total animals, the scum of 
society / 1 

About 50 of the jail’s 380 
inmates took pan in the 
fight which ended as quick- 
ly as it started and order was 
quickly restored by about 
20 National Guardsmen, 
officials said 

Those responsible for the 
murders would be rooted 
out and charged. Mr. 
Cardozo said. 


Kabila’s Congo halts U.N. massacre probe 


KINSHASA (R) — The 
Kinshasa government has 
halted a U.N. investigation 
into massacres in the former 
Zaire, accusing the probe 
team of breaking agree- 
ments. 

It accused investigators of 
meeting government oppo- 
nents and questioned the 
neutrality of the mission's 
Togolese leader, Atsu-Koffi 
Amega. 

National Reconstruction 
Minister Etienne Mbaya, 
who is charged with liaising 
with the investigation, told a 
news conference, the team 
would have to await the 
arrival of a parallel African 
mission before continuing 
the probe. 

“The arrival of this mis- 
sion has not taken place in 


the spirit of the protocol 
signed on the 14th of July 
this year," Mr. Mbaya told 
reporters in Kinshasa. 

“That is why, conscious of 
its responsibilities the gov- 
ernment demands the mis- 
sion and the secretary ge- 
neral of the U.N. to delay 
the work of this mission 
here until another team 
from the OAU (Organisa- 
tion of African Unity! can 
be added to their staff." he 
added. 

Mr. Mbaya, who has yet to 
meet the investigators, fur- 
ther raised questions about 
the neutrality of Togo itself. 

“We asked that the leader 
of the mission should be a 
jurist from a neutral coun- 
try.” he said. Togo had long 
held close relations with 


ousted dictator Mobutu 
Sese Seko. be added. 

Mr. Mobutu was ousted 
by Mr. Kabila in May and 
fled, first to Togo, and then 
on to Morocco where he is 
ailing with cancer. 

Mr. Mbaya said the gov- 
ernment would be unable 
for the moment to fulfil 
security guarantees in the 
Kivu region of the country, 
in particular the region of 
Masisi where massacres are 
alleged to have taken place. 

Interior Minister Mwenze 
Kongolo, who was also at 
the news conference said 
Interahn we Hutu militia 
were still active in the 


region. 


More than a million 
Rwandan Hutus streamed 
into eastern Zaire in 1994 


fearing reprisals for the 
genocide of minority Tutsis 
or their sympathisers by 
hardline Hutus. 

Last October Mr. Kabila 
launched a seven-month re- 
bellion from the region to 
topple Mr. Mobutu, who 
was an ally of the Hutus. 
Aid officials believe thou- 
sands of Hutu refugees were 
systematically massacred 
by Mr. Kabila’s troops 
there. 

Mr. Kabila denies the 
charges and blames blood- 
shed in refugee camps on 
hardline Hutus there. Camp 
inmates included armed 
Hutu former soldiers defeat- 
ed by Tutsi guerrillas who 
won a civil war that intensi- 
fied after the genocide. 
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King Sihanouk of Cambodia (left) is kissed by Co-Premier Hod Sen upon his arrival at Siem Reap airport, near * = Reuter 

the famous Angkor Wat, in northern Cambodia Friday. The king returned to the war-tom country Fndy following ^ 

months of medical treatment in Beijing (Reuter photo) ^ - * 


London 


invites 


Sinn Fein 


to attend 


peace talks 


BELFAST (AFP) — Lon- 
don Friday extended a for- 
mal invitation to the Sinn 
Fein political wing of the 
Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) to join the Ulster 
peace talks, in recognition 
of the latest paramilitary 
ceasefire here. 

The move opened the way 
for representatives from all 
sides of the divided pro- 
vince to thrash out the fu- 
ture course of government 
in Northern Ireland at peace 
talks due to resume at Stor- 
mont Castle near Belfast on 
Sept. 15. 

However, participation in 
the talks by the main Un- 
ionist party, the Ulster Un- 
ionist Party (UUP.) adamant 
that Ulster should remain 
part of the United Kingdom, 
remains uncertain, in the 
face of ongoing concern 
over the decommissioning 
of IRA weapons. 

Britain's Northern Ireland 
Secretary Mo Mowlam 
made the formal invitation 
to Sinn Fein in the light of a 
six-week ceasefire of ERA 
activity, which she said had 
been observed "in word and 
deed" with a complete ab- 
sence of paramilitary activi- 
ty on the ground. 

Ms. Mowlam said in a 
statement: “I have reached 
this decision after careful 
consideration of all the cir- 
cumstances, following the 
announcement on July 19 of 
an unequivocal restoration 
of the ceasefire of August 
1994 by the IRA." 

The minister added: “In 
reaching it I have consid- 
ered carefully all of the evi- 
dence available to me about 
the restoration of the IRA 
ceasefire and about Sinn 
Fein’s commitment to 
exclusively peaceful meth- 
ods and their wish to abide 
by the democratic process." 
The IRA ruptured its previ- 
ous ceasefire with a deadly 
London bomb blast in 
February 1996 after a truce 
which lasted 18 months. 

Representatives of Sinn 
Fein, barred from the nego- 
tiating table in the wake of 
this and a string of other 
attacks across mainland 
Britain, made regular pro- 
tests against their exclusion 
outside the Stormont build- 
ings. 

Sinn Fein leaders Gerry 
Adams and Martin 
McGuinness will now be 
able to pass through the cas- 
tle's gates to press the case 
of the hardline nationalist 
party, which is fighting for a 
united Ireland. 

Hardline Unionists led by 
the fiery Reverend Ian Pais- 
ley, head of the Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP). and 
another faction led by Ro- 
bert McCartney, a one-time 
Conservative politician, 
have vowed to boycott any 
negotiations with Sinn Fein. 


Top Chechen official involved in 


Japanese 



freeing TV journalists shot deadp ns * cenJ 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A 
senior Chechen security 
official who played a key 
role in the release of five 
kidnapped Russian televi- 
sion journalists was shot 
dead later in unclear cir- 
cumstances, another top 
official involved in the 
operation revealed Friday. 

Ruslan Aushev, president 
of the Russian Republic of 
Ingushetia, told the weekly 
Obshchaya Gazeta that 
Chechen Deputy Interior 
Minister Nurdi Bazhiyev 
had decided how much ran- 
som money was to be hand- 
ed over and to whom, but he 
was later killed. 

The five Russian journal- 
ists — two from the VTD 
television company and 
three from NTV — were 
released in Chechenya on 
Aug. 17 and IS. and top 
Russian and Checheo secu- 
rity officials have launched 
a joint manhunt to track 
down the kidnappers. 

The Chechen leadership 
has denied allegations by 
NTV chief Igor Malashenko 
and Boris Berezovsky, 
deputy secretary of the 
Russian Security Council, 
that senior Chechen offi- 
cials had org anis ed the kid- 
nappings and that the jour- 


nalists had not been freed 
by Chechen police. 

Ml Aushev, whose repub- 
lic borders in Chechenya. 
said Bazhiyev bad told him 
he knew where the journal- 
ists were being held, and 
Mr. Aushev offered to help 
gain their release. 

Later Alexander Lyubi- 
mov, a senior executive 
with VID, said his company 
was ready to pay a ransom 
for its journalists, Mr. 
Aushev told the weekly. 

“Money was brought from 
Moscow to (the Ingush cap- 
ital) Nazran, and Ingush 
Interior Minister Daud 
Korigov and 50 policemen 
were sent to Chechenya 
with the money," Mr. 
Aushev said.- - - 

“I warned Korigov: 'Your 
job is to guard the money, 
so that not a kopek is lost on 
the way. Bazhiyev decides 
how much is given, and to 
whom. You just help him.’ 

“Money was given to 
some people, others were 
told not to interfere, and yet 
others were bashed on the 
head There was a bit of 
everything — money, force, 
a desire to free the journal- 
ists. The bandits were under 
pressure from all sides," Mr. 
Aushev said, adding that 
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“Nurdi Bazhiyev and his 
boys did their job." 

Mr. Aushev said he did 
not know how much ransom 
was paid. 

Commenting on the death 
of Bazhiyev after the releas- ; .. 
es, Mr. Aushev said: “I f. . 
don't know exactly how it ~ ‘ 
happened — most likely it j ' 
was an accidental shot.” ^ 

“Maybe somebody near j.T. 
him was fooling around 7 
with a weapon and pulled ;j ; 
the trigger." 

After the releases. Ml 
M alashenko said a “seven- 
figure number” in doQarc 
bad been paid to the kidnap- 
pers, who were “wodring f 
directly under the* leader- 
ship of :, Ghechen Wee- 
President Vakha- Arsanev." 

According to Mr'Aisa- J c . 
nov, the kidnappers fiercely 
resisted Chechen ■ police 
who went to free the hos- -lJ, r 
tages, killin g one policeman 
and wounding six. ■ r z ::;e^ ot a not 

President Boris Yeltsin .n China whief 

angrily rejected Mr." Mala- ='? snr.snN r-n Chines 

shenko’s claims, but added: icne: 2 . 

“We haven’t said every- Ministry also 1 

thing, and cannot say every- — J remove references 

thing, about how our jour- wn heme raped in Nanjn 
nalists were freed," of the Chii 

Mr, Berezovsky said a - ■ jciumc tha: it was “e 
ransom had been paid, but u, he 'raped during war 
refused to give details. 
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Trust in Hong Kong government 


■c r:ofe--:.>r. v.ho used 
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falls but T\ing stays popular — polls 


Edueatic 
tiled a second suit i 
J ir! -it ter he was oniei 
ly -o occasions : 


HONG KONG (R) — Trust 
in Hong Kong's govern- 
ment has dipped since Bri- 
tain left, but post-colonial 
leader Tung Chee-Hwa has 
eclipsed pro-democracy po- 
litician Martin Lee as the 
most popular politician, 
polls indicated Friday. 

The Democratic Party, 
ousted from the territory's 
legislature when China took 
the colony back last month, 
remains the most popular 
political grouping. 

Only 48.3 per cent of 
respondents trusted the gov- 
ernment in August, com- 
pared with 62.9 per cent in 
June, before the July I sov- 
ereignty transfer, a poll by 
Hong Kong University 
showed. 

The survey of 564 respon- 
dents indicated a steady rise 
in popularity for Mr. Tung, 
who scored a rating of 66. 1 
per cent in late July versus 
58.1 per cent in June. 

The survey detected a rise 
in confidence from pre-han- 
dover levels, with 61.2 per 
cent confident in China's 
“one coundy two systems" 
policy for Hong Kong in 


late July, compared with 
56.8 per cent in June. The 
poll found 77.5 per cent 
were confident in Hong 
Kong's future, up from 67.9 
per cent in June. 

The survey showed weak- 
er support for the new Chi- 
na-appointed legislature, 
which replaced an elected 
parliament on July 1 . 

The highest support for 
any legislator was 58.9 per 
cent, about 20 points lower 
than the highest support lev- 
els for members of the pre- 
handover chamber. 

The top rating in the legis- 
lature was held by Chan 
Yuen-Haa, a grassroots po- 
litician known for her fair- 
minded and outspoken 
views on bread and butter 
issues. 

The Provisional Legisla- 
ture’s President Rita Fan 
barely scraped into the top 
10, scoring 48.8 per cent in 
tenth place. 

Beijing has promised 
Hong Kong, which was a 
British colony for 1 56 
years, that it can keep its 
freewheeling capitalistic 
way of life unchanged for a 


further 50 years or more. 


B,|le ruling handed down 
Lourt tound unlawful 


A separate poll by the . r " ut ‘-'f >even separate t< 
Chinese University of Hong ^ 

Kong for the mass-selling , , u ‘’ UrTs rejected Prof. len. 
Apple Daily showed Mr. ^ j^tbook censorship * 
Tung overtaking Democra- ij first two suit 

tic Party leader Martin Lee ^ 1 • his lawyers argued tfe 
as most popular public fig- ra lll Jm ' ’. unte d to unlawful 
ure. ^ V* a dminisirarive rig] 

Out of 587 people polled ^ lu ' aie . the Japanese cot 
10. 1 per cent voiced a liking * — s claims were h 
for Mr. Tung, against 8.7 rj 
per cent for second-placed 


Mi. Lee, 7.3 pet cent ft* 


Hong kong’s chief civil ser- 
vant Anson Chan, and 3.6* 


voui ruiauii vua u, auu ^ 

per cent for pro-democracy [PQ fr* 1 
politician Emily Lau. who A* X 


came in fourth. im 

The poll, taken this week . . / — Hum re- 
also asked 430 people^ ‘ r > in northern 
which party they would spread terror 

vote for in Legislative^ 11 ^ tarmers 


- — — — u -■ j»£^. 1 - and 

Council elections next May. 5 |, treats 10 the 


and Mr. Lee's Democrats m^’^ment's efforts 


on top with 25 per authority, ac- 

* ’ officials and ana- 


came out 
cent. 

The pro-Beijing Democ- . 


I 

c 


ratic Alliance for the Betwr- q. . Cs, de n t ^ 

ment of Hong Kong caroe^ ,' ‘nisier p au j 

second with 4.4 per cent ■ ^ of Tutsi former 


The pro-China, business- ^ swept to power 
leaning Liberal Party scored - 4. routing the for- 


3.5 per cent 


— ^'^dan p^’ said 

Thai flood death toll rises to ~ 
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BANGKOK (R) — Thai officials promised 
speedy aid to flood victims Friday follow- 
ing protests and complaints the government 
had not acted quickly enough to help ease 
die crisis. 

An Interior Ministry official put the death 
toll at 42, with 187 injured and five missing 
after the floods swamped 10 southern 
provinces last week. 

Helicopters took off Friday to airdrop 
supplies to victims in remote villages still 
cut off by high waters, officials said 

The heavy tropical rains which started last 
Friday had stopped by Tuesday but more 


bodies were being found, the Interior i^ ei *o r k ^ 

Ministry official said. ■ fVer - denls - 


a . Western mill- 

ties to flood victims in the villages because ,' 1 { 

of the high waters. ■ d ^ fl °“* !L - * ^ 
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A rescue official in the worst hit southern ' Pen. who asked « 
province of Chumpon told Reuters in a tele- thj s u-eek » 5 

phone interview that authorities were facing '^ai 
difficulties getting food and other necessi- foe . e RPA 
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“The only way to help them now is to use Ha uwj.,- _ _ _ 
helicopters," the official said. ^ 

The government has earmarked hundreds Hug ^ 
of millions of baht to help the flood victims, ”utu rebels 

but many complained assistance -was not’ pe^- ^ groups of 
coming fast enough. * for t * f^ked a 
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■ -&S. SfW aofcBer jab ap a barbed wire while Bosnian Serbs protest in front of a SFOR checkpoint in Brcko. 
Ttfldpi fc tbe eastern Bosnian town continue after hundreds of Bosnian Serbs petted VS. peacekeeping troops 
Stines fit response to tte'ousting'of hardliners from a local, police station in a continuing power struggle 
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Japanese historian wins lawsuit Yeltsin 
against censorship of textbooks reshapes 



TOKYO TAFF> — A Japanese court Friday 
awarded symbolic damages of 400,000 yen 
($3v4O0> to an eklerly historian after a 32- 
year courtbattie against the government for 
censoring his textbooks to play down the 
country's war record 
The Supreme, Court ruling ended die 
dogged struggle by Professor Sabura 
leoaga, an author of high school history 
books who is now 83. He had been seeking 
d amag es of two million yenr - 
"it .has become possible to write many 
things' that were not allowed before," the 
fragile professor told an emotional news 
conference packed with hundreds of 
reporters, and jubilant supporters including 
high-school teachers. 

’T regret it was not a total victory, but you 
cannot tmderestinxite today's ruling which 
reinforced the ruling of the lower court,” he 
said, 

Prof. lefiaga began his legal, battle in. 1965 
when he filed his first suit challenging an 
order by the Education Ministry to rewrite 
textbook passages dealing with Japan's 
wartime aggression. 

Among his descriptions of Japanese war 
atrocities which had to be rewritten were an 
account of the activities of a notorious germ 
warfare unit in . China which conducted 
deadly experiments on Chinese, Russians 
and other foreigners. 

The Education Ministry also ordered Prof, 
lenaga to remove references ■ to Chinese 
women being raped in. Nanj^ following'. 
Japan's invasion of the Chinese city in 
1937, arguing that it was "common” for 
women to be raped during wars. 

The professor, who used to lecture at 
Tokyo University of Education and Chuo 
University, filed a second suit in 1967 and a 
third in 1984 after be was ordered to rewrite 
textbooks on two occasions in 1980 and 
1983. 

In the roling handed down Friday, the 
Supreme Court found unlawful interference 
in four out of seven. separate textbook pas- 
sages contested.. 

The courts rejected Prof, Ienaga’s allega- 
tion that textbook censorship was "uncon- 
stitutional'’ in the first two suits. But in the 
third suh, his lawyers argued that such cen- 
sorship amounted to unlawful interference r 
and abuse ofadmmistrariye rights even if it 
did not violate the Japanese constitution. 
Prof.' Ienaga's Hahns were backed at the" 


time by criticism of Japan's textbook 
screening system in China, South Korea 
and other Asian countries. 

Since then, the climate surrounding the 
issue, has changed. The government has 
decided to "give some consideration to the 
sentiments of neighbouring countries" 
towards textbook screening a move which 
has, in turn, triggered outrage among cer- 
tain right-wing members of parliament. 

The original passage in one of Prof. 
Ienaga's textbooks said that after entering 
Nanjing, Japanese soldiers "murdered a 
large number of Chinese soldiers and civil- 
ians and many of the Japanese officers 
raped Chinese women." The Education 
Ministry said the rape reference should be 
deleted as "it is common throughout the 
world for troops to rape women during 
war” and that any references to Chinese 
being massacred should be rewritten to 
. show that the actions were not “unilateral- 
ly” carried put by Japanese troops. 

. In his suit. Prof, lenaga argued that “the 
act of rape reflected the nature of war and 
the character of the Japanese army" at the 
time. 

“The study of such incidents will help stu- 
dents understand more profoundly the 
intrinsic nature of wars and armies," he 
said. 

Prof. lenaga was also told to drop his 
entire reference to the germ warfare unit 
which "engaged in such atrocious acts as 
murdering several thousand Chinese and 
other non- Japanese by using them in bio- 
logical experiments.” . 

The Education Ministry said there was 
'“no credible scholarly research" on the 
germ warfare facility, which was based in 
Harbin and known as Unit 731. 

Prof, lenaga countered that the govern- 
ment was “trying to conceal the truth about 
criminal activities” conducted by Japanese 
troops. 

In its ruling Friday, the court noted that 
“the military is said to have deliberately 
scrapped relevant records in the closing 
days of the war amid fears of international 
criticism.” 

The fourth passage upheld by the court 
involved a reference to the emperor's influ- 
ence in suppressing farmers and rank-and- 
file Samurai warriors who fought against 
the Tokugawa Shogunate in the 19th centu- 
ry- 


Hutu rebel attacks spread 

■ 

fear in northern Rwanda 


KIGALI(AFP)— Humre- 
bel activity in northern 
Rwahdk has spread terror 
among - local farmers and 
poses - new threats to the 
Kigali government's efforts 
to impose its authority, ac- 
cording to -officials and ana- 
lysts; . 

Vice-President and De^ 
fence Minister Paul Ka- 
game, leader of Tutsi former 
rebels who swept to power 
in July 1994, routing the for- 
mer Hutu regime, has said 
his Rwandan Patriotic Army 
(RPA) is uxrfeasingly in con- 
trol of die Robengeri region, 
with support from an intelli- 
gence network and residents. 

However, a 'Western mili- 
tary expert, who asked not to 
be named, this week told 
AFP that “while the RPA 
plays the g?me in conven- 
tions warfare terms, it -can- 
not- altogether cope ^wilh 
guSrfflafecBfe arid destablT- 
isatiotL””;--- 

On Aug. 21, Hutu rebels 
assisted by armed groups of 
load peasants attacked a 
Tbtsi refugees 
from foe neighbouring De- 


mocratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) near Giseuyi west of 
Ruhettgeri, close to tire DRC 
. border. - 

The assailants killed' 148 
people, according to an offi- 
cial toti issued by Rwandan 
authorities; 

The RPA has deployed six 
battalions of .up to 9,000 
men, armoured vehicles and 
Gazelle and MI-24 ground 
attack helicopters in the 
troubled region, the Western 
expert said. ... 

However; observers noted 
that a state of permanent fear 
has been created in the 
region because of -the sys- 
tematic execution of civil- 
ians and local leaders by the 
rebels and reprisals againsr 
both the guerrillas and vil- 
lagers by. the RPA. 

Mr. Kagame’s - press 
spokesman, -Jean-Paul KI- 
roony o, told AFP flat “south 
-of Ruhengeri, at foie begin- 
ning of July, there was a sec- 
tor where - more than 500 
insurgents were operating." 

"On the IOth of July, foe 
army attacked and fought 
from six in the morning until 


six in the evening,’’ killing 
105 insurgents, he said, 
without giving casualty fig- 
ures on the military side. . 

“But since then, they (the 
rebels) have been operating 
in small bands, always on 
the move,” he added. 

Mr. Kimonyo said the 
region had been a “real 
deathtrap for local officials. 
The rebels were counting on 
winning support through 
intimidation and gaining 
control to negotiate from a 
position of strength.” 

- The RPA's difficulties in 
hunting down the armed 
Hutu guerrillas are com- 
pounded by the terrain, com- 
posed of countless hills cov- 
ered with banana plantations 
and thick bush and sur- 
rounded by dense forests. 

The rebels also benefit 
from the agricultural wealth 
of tire north, which is tradi- 
tionally considered the 
"breadbasket,” as well as its 
proximity to the DRC border 
and the road to Masisi in for- 
mer Zaire. 


military 
reform team 

MOSCOW tR) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin removed 
Yuri Baturin from the sen- 
sitive post of the secretary 
of his defence council 
Thursday in a step clearly 
aimed at reshaping this 
powerhouse of Russia's 
military reform. 

A Kremlin statement said 
Mr. Baturin, 48, would be 
replaced by First Deputy 
Defence Minister Andrei 
Kokoshin, 5L, who would 
get extra powers as head of 
a newly-created watchdog 
body, the State Military 
Inspectorate. 

Mr. Barurin retains bis 
post as a Yeltsin adviser 
while Mr. Kokoshin looses 
bis job in the ministry, the 
statement said. 

Mr. Yeltsin vowed during 
his reelection campaign 
last year to transform foe 
vast and ineffective Soviet- 
era military machine into a 
tighter and better equipped 
professional force, but his 
ideas met strong scepti- 
cism among the top mili- 
tary brass. 

Outraged by attempts to 
sabotage his military re- 
forms, Mr. Yeltsin created 
foe defence council of top 
security officials in July 
1996 to crush the resis- 
tance and named Mr. Batu- 
rin, his shadowy security 
aide, to head it. 

Mr. Baturin failed to find 
common ground with then 
Defence Minister Igor 
Rodionov, who said a full- 
scale military reform was 
too expensive for Russia's 
struggling economy and 
insisted That it should be 
put off till better times. 

After a series of complex 
political manoeuvres and 
direct pressure, Mr. Yeltsin 
sacked Mr. Rodionov in 
May and replaced him with 
The reform-minded com- 
mander of strategic missile 
forces, Igor Sergeyev, 59. 

Mr. Sergeyev’s arrival 
strongly reinforced a mili- 
tary reform team which 
also included Mr. Koko- 
shin, the first and so faf on- 
ly civilian deputy defence 
minister and a man with 
strong connections in foe 
military-industrial com- 
plex. 

Mr. Yeltsin this week 
praised foe pace of military 
reforms spearheaded by 
Mr. Baturin, Mr. Sergeyev 
and Mr. Kokoshin and be 
has promised more cash to 
fuel them. 

The government allocat- 
ed 81.7 trillion roubles 
(SI 4 billion) for defence 
spending in the draft 1998 
budget compared with 69 
trillion ($11.9 billion) in 
1997. The draft is now in 
parliament pending consid- 
eration. 

Kremlin analysts have 
said that open resistance to 
reforms has been crushed 
but Mr. Yeltsin will have to 
regroup his forces' for foe 
new task of boosting re- 
form while keeping it un- 
der control within a tight 
national budget. 


Bosnian town remains calm 

after Serbs attack U.S. troops 


BANJA LUKA, Bosnia (R) — The. Bosnian town of Brcko 
was reported calm early Friday after hardline Serb nation- 
alists demonstrated their determination to resist Western- 
backed President Biljana Plavsic by attacking U.S. soldiers 
trying to install her loyalists in a police station. 

Two U.S. soldiers in the NATO-led peacekeeping force 
were injured, evoking a stem warning from the White 
House foal it would not toleraie such violence. 

BBC correspondent. Karen Coleman said in a report from 
just outside Brcko Friday morning that she had spoken to a 
U.S. soldier in the area who said that as far as he knew the 
situation was calm at present. 

“I myself just down the road from Brcko could hear heli- 
copters flying over the town throughout foe night. 1 did hear 
some gunshots but I don’t know where they were coming 
from or who they were directed at,” said Mr. Coleman. 

Hardline supporters of the Serbs' wartime leader. 
Radovan Karadzic, who has been indicted for war crimes, 
hod been losing ground to Ms. Plavsic in a struggle for con- 
trol of Bosnian Serb State institutions. 

But they fought back Thursday when U.S. soldiers of the 
Stabilisation Force (SFOR) tried to oust pro-Karadzic com- 
manders from the police station ai Brcko in northeast Bosnia. 

A rock-throwing, club-wielding crowd quickly gathered 
and attacked the SFOR squad. One of the two injured U.S. 
soldiers suffered a cut over the eye and concussion that 
required treatment at the military 1 hospital in Tuzla. 

"We're continuing to work with both sides and we won't 
tolerate either side inciting.. .violence against the SFOR 
troops,” White House spokesman, Joe Lockhart said. 

The Pentagon said demonstrators threw bottles of flaming 
petrol at U.S. armoured personnel carriers and the U.S. 
troops had to fire teargas canisters and warning shots in the 
air to disperse the crowd. 

The unruly scenes in Brcko, on the border with Croatia, 
appeared to give heart to Serb hardliners after weeks in 
which they saw their power being gradually stripped away 
by Ms. Plavsic, with Western backing. 

Although Western officials said the U.S. soldiers had suc- 
cessfully ousted Karadzic loyalists from foe police station, 
Brcko's hardline city council voted to reverse the move. 

By day's end it was not clear who was in charge of the 
police in Brcko. The situation was also confused in 
Bijeljina, where reporters said crowds of people blocked an 
SFOR patrol. 


Momcilo Krajisnik, a rop Karadzic aide and member of 
foe three- person Bosnian presidency, congratulated the cit- 
izens of Brcko on preventing the eaptureW the police sta- 
tion. saying they were the “first to erusb the occupation of 
the republic according to the Banja Luka Scenario." 

"I hope that you will repeat this feat a hundred times if we 
find ourselves in danger because we have the right to 
defend ourselves,” he said in remarks reported hv foe Serb 
media. 

Senior political sources in Banja Luka, Ms. Plavsic's 
headquarters, said they expected hardliners, whose base i.s 
in Pale, to cut services to intensify the rift between the 
regions. 

"We have rock- solid information from our sources in Pale 
that foe hardliners are going to cut oft' electricity, telephone 
and railway lines and disrupt traffic towards the area,” one 
political source told Reuters. “They want to completely iso- 
late the region to punish it.” 

Power supplies come chiefty from the L'gljevig thermo- 
electric plant in territory controlled by hardliners near 
Bijeljina and telephone lines run through Pale-controlled 
territory. 

The political crisis threw into doubt whether local elec- 
tions could be held throughout Bosnia as scheduled on 
September 13. 

U.S. General Wesley Clark. NATO's supreme allied com- 
mander in Europe, was flying to Bosnia Friday, primarily to 
plan for the elections. NATO headquarters said. 

NATO, which commands foe 35,000-scrong SFOR, said it 
was conducting security operations in the northeast to deter 
violence in Serb territories in Bosnia. 

Robert Gelbard, the U.S. Bosnia envoy, was due to meet 
Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic in Belgrade, but 
any intervention by Mr. Milosevic, the chief wartime patron 
of the Bosnian Serbs, looked increasingly unlikely. 

Diplomats said he still bore an extreme personal dislike 
for Ms. Plavsic, whom he once said should go to a lunatic 
asylum, and wanted to focus on local elections in Serbia 
rather than become entangled in affairs in the Bosnian Serb 
territory’. 

Earlier, NATO officials said permission hud been request- 
ed for a plane to fly Mr. Milosevic to Banja Luka, but ihe 
Yugoslav press said this was for a promotional flight for a 
new service from Sarajevo that felt through because no per- 
mission was granted from Bosnia. 


Russia denies nuclear-type blast near test site 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sia Friday categorically de- 
nied U.S. reports that a nuc- 
lear-type explosion had ta- 
ken place near an Arctic test 
site, and said the seismic 
event detected was a normal 
earth tremor. f 

Atomic Energy" Minister 
Viktor Mikhailov told 
ITAR-TASS, .news agency 
that Russia's Novaya Zem- 
lya nuclear test site was 
"closed, and Russia is ful- 
filling to the letter the Com- 
prehensive Nuclear Test 
Ban Treaty” signed in 1996. 

"In this case, there was an 
ordinary earth tremor mea- 
suring one to two points in 
foe Kara Sea, about 100 ki- 
lometres from Novaya Zem- 
lya. This is a seismic area, 
and that is well known,” he 
said.' 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man, Valery Neste rushkin 


also stressed that Russia “is 
strictly abiding by foe com- 
mitments President Boris 
Yeltsin made regarding foe 
moratorium on nuclear 
tests,” ITAR-TASS report- 
ed. 

Neither Russia nor the 
United States have ratified 
the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty, so it is not yet in 
force. 

On Thursday U.S. offi- 
cials said a seismic event 
consistent with a nuclear 
test had taken place around 
Aug. 16 near Novaya Zem- 
, lya and Washington had 
asked Moscow for an expla- 
nation. 

Pentagon spokesmen said 
foe seismic event had “ex- 
plosive characteristics” and 
was consistent with a nuc- 
lear test, although a conclu- 
sion had not been reached. 

The Arctic test site was 


central to the former Soviet 
Union's nuclear programme. 

Mr. Mikhailov said hydro- 
dynamic research was being 
conducted in laboratories at 
Novaya Zemlya, kl and of 
course that has no relation 
at all to nuclear tests.” 

“I've spent a lot of time at 
Novaya Zemlya before, par- 
ticipating in various experi- 
ments. including nuclear 
tests, and I can say with all 
responsibility that the tre- 
mors recorded during nuc- 
lear tests have quite differ- 
ent characteristics ” he told 
ITAR-TASS. 

Earlier, Pentagon spokes- 
man, Navy Captain Michael 
Doubleday, said: "If the 
seismic event was actually a 
low-level nuclear test event, 
then the Russians would be 
violating the object and foe 
purpose of the Comprehen- 
sive Test Ban Treaty.” 


On July 2, the United 
States performed an under- 
ground test which involved 
using conventional explo- 
sives to blast plutonium. 
But Washington argues that 
the “subcritical" tests do not 
violate foe treaty' because 
they do not involve a 
nuclear chain reaction. 

The Washington Times, 
which first reported the 
Russian event, said it was 
picked up by monitoring 
stations being set up around 
the world under the Comp- 
rehensive Test Ban Treaty. 
The network is designed to 
filter out earthquakes, the 
report said. 

The newspaper said there 
was “high confidence" from 
the initial data that the seis- 
mic activity was produced 
by a nuclear test equivalent 
to between 100 and 1.000 
tonnes of TNT. 


Mir spacewalk delayed for a few days 


MOSCOW (R) — A space- 
walk to inspect a damaged 
scientific module of Rus- 
sia's space station Mir, ini- 
tially scheduled for Sept. 3, 
may be postponed for two 
or three days, a senior Rus- 
sian space official said Fri- 
day. 

“We are thinking of post- 
poning foe spacewalk till 
Sept. 5 or 6 ” said Valery 
Ryumin, director of the Mir- 
NASA space programme. 
“The decision is not final, 
but very likely.” 

"We want to gloss the sta- 
tion inside a bit. to do small 
repairs there which it is bet- 
ter to do before rather than 
after the spacewalk,” Mr. 
Ryumin told Reuters. 

He said that U.S. Labour 
Day, celebrated on SepL 1, 
posed an additional obstacle 
to foe spacewalk, in which 
Russian Commander Anato- 
ly Solovyov and NASA 


astronaut Michael Foale are 
due to take part. 

“It may sound funny but 
the Americans told us that 
on SepL 2, when we were 
due to discuss overall readi- 
ness for foe sortie, they 
would not be able to sum- 
mon all the people after the 
holiday,” Mr. Ryumin said, 
joking that for Russians 
there are no holidays. 

A spokesman at the mis- 
sion control outside Mos- 
cow said the three cosmo- 
nauts on board Mir would 
spend Friday preparing for 
the spacewalk and working 
with equipmenL 

“Foale, at foe request of 
foe American side, will 
spend most of the time stu- 
dying the space suit he will 
have to wear;” the spokes- 
man said. 

During the spacewalk So- 
lovyov and Foale will look 
for one or more holes in the 


exterior of the Spektr mod- 
ule, which was punctured 
and lost air on June 25, 
when a cargo tug collided 
with the station. Mir lost 40 
per cent of its power then. 

Solovyov and flight engi- 
neer Pavel Vinogradov must 
return at a later date for one 
or several spacewalks to 
make the actual repairs. 

The spokesman said the 
crew would rehearse for 
next week’s planned space- 
walk inside the station 
Tuesday. 

On Thursday the crew 
made further progress in 
boosting power to sections 
of the ship that have been 
off since foe collision. Re- 
pairs last Friday have al- 
lowed them to harness some 
power from foe solar panels 
on the Spektr module. 

However, conditions for 
Spektr's solar panels are far 
from optimal because mo- 


tors that point Spektrs solar 
panels toward foe Sun do 
not work yet. 

“We cannot figure our 
why the panels' orientation 
system does not work.” Mr. 
Ryumin said. "We have pre- 
pared a whole load of tools 
for Mir to send with the 
Atlantis U.S. shuttle in Sep- 
tember. but we do not yet 
know what we need to re- 
pair in this system.” 

In the next few days foe 
cosmonauts will focus on 
switching on systems in the 
Kri stall Biological Research 
Module, which also has an 
Atlantis docking port. It is 
t expected to welcome a U.S. 
.‘astronaut David Wolf, due 
to replace physicist Foale. 
in late September. 

They also hope to power 
up the 1996- launched Priro- 
da Scientific Module late 
□ext week. 


Tajik Muslim leader kidnapped by rebel warlord 


DUSHANBE (R) — Taji- 
kistan’s Muslim religious 
leader, Amunullo Nigma- 
tzoda, has been kidnapped 
by foe same maverick 
armed bap d already holding 
his two sons, an Interior 
Ministry spokesman said 
Friday. 

The spokesman told Reu- 
ters by telephone in the cap- 
ital Dushanbe that foe group 
had threatened to kill foe 
leader, who was abducted 
Thursday, and his two sons 
if a jailed member of the 
band was not freed by Sa- 
turday. ' 

“We received a note from 
the mufti giving the dead- 
fine as up until Aug. 30,” he 
said. 

He said Mr. Nigmatzoda, 
the latest victim in weeks of 
armed mayhem in the for- 


mer Soviet republic, was 
kidnapped when he went to 
the group to try to negotiate 
the release of his sons, who 
were seized earlier this 
month. 

The spokesman said Tajik 
President Tmo mali Rakb- 
monov had convened an 
emergency government ses- 
sion on bow to handle the 
kidnappers’ demands. 

The band is headed by 
Rizvon Sadirov. a maverick 
warlord who is demanding 
the release of his brother 
tfakhrom, jailed for his part 
in taking several United Na- 
tions observers and Russian 
journalists hostage last Feb- 
ruary. 

The government and the 
armed Islamic opposition 
are engaged in peace moves 
to tty to end a four-year 


civil war that has claimed 
tens of thousands of lives. • 

Mr. Sadirov's band is not 
linked to foe opposition. 

But the killing of five 
Islamist opposition fighters 
near Dushanbe Wednesday 
heightened tensions this 
week after Islamist guerril- 
las postponed their return to 
foe capital as agreed under a 
peace deal signed by the 
two sides in June. 

Under the June accord, 
brokered by Russia, Iran 
and the United Nations, a 
26-member commission 
headed by opposition leader 
said Abdullo Nuri is to 
oversee its implementation 
and prepare for parliamen- 
tary elections. 

Around 460 opposition 
guerrillas would guarantee 
the 13 opposition members 


of foe commission. 

Two weeks ago the oppo- 
sition suggested that it first 
send 200 fighters to 
Dushanbe in order to speed 
up preparations for foe com- 
mission’s work. 

The guerrillas are now in 
the Tavildara region. 210 
kilometres west of Dushan- 
be. Another 260 fighters are 
over foe border in Afghanis- 
tan. 

The commission should 
have started work by foe 
end of July but that was 
thwarted by a mutiny in 
government ranks. 

Neither opposition nor the 
thousands of Russian peace- 
keepers and frontier troops 
took part in the fighting to 
quell the mutiny earlier this 
month. 
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Credibility starts 


at home 


THE ISRAELI prime minister, 
Benyamin Netanyahu, went out of his 
way during his recent visit to Japan to 
point to the “dangers” of Iran's acquisi- 
tion of missile technology. He went as far 
as describing Tehran’s plan to develop 
such technology as a threat to the world 
economy at large. << If Iran acquires bal- 
listic missiles that could reach thousands 
of kilometres,” Netanyahu was quoted as 
telling the Press Club of Japan, “not 
only Israel would be in danger but many 
other countries in the world. The whole 
world economy could be taken hostage.” 

What apparently triggered those fears 
by the Israeli prime minister are reports 
that Iran is on the verge of developing 
and perfecting a missile with a range of 
1,100 kilometres and starting work on 
another with a range of over 2,000 kilo- 
metres. Of course that was what Israel 
had said about Iraq and the Iraqi nuclear 
and missile development plans till that 
country was dealt a fatal blow during the 
Gulf war in 1991. According to Israeli 
standards, no Arab or non- Arab country 
in this region is allowed to ever acquire 
any arsenal that could match Israel’s 
monopoly on nuclear weapons and the 
means to deliver them. Israel would not 
rest assured of its hegemony over the 
entire Middle East unless and until all 
regional capitals give up their plans to 
acquire their own mass destruction 
weapons and means of delivery. 

Had Israel been the first to declare its 
readiness to rid itself of mass destruction 
weapons, including nuclear warheads, in 
return for a regional agreement to 
declare the Middle East a mass destruc- 
tion weapons free zone, we would be the 
first to salute its anxieties about Iran's 
own plans to possess advanced missile 
technology. But having opted to reject all 
calls to put its own nuclear plant under 
international supervision, Israel is the 
last country to cry foul at Iran’s military 
schemes. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for AJ Ra’I dally criticised Spain for 
objecting to Jordan’s exporting tomato paste to the 
European Union (EU) countries, saying that the 
Kingdom is bound to sell its produce in the EU markets 
under the partnership agreement which is due to take 
effect by Jan. J, 1999! Fahed Fanek said that it is regret- 
table to see Spain, which is considered a friendly coun- 
try. veto the Kingdom's exports of 3,900 tonnes of 
tomato paste to the 15 EU countries. Not only did Spain 
object to Jordan’s exports to the EU, it also objected to 
a EU decision to gave Jordan the right to renegotiate the 
amounts of its agricultural exports to Europe five years 
after the conclusion of the partnership agreement, noted 
the writer. He said that should the partnership agree- 
ment go iQto effect. Jordan will become the fifth 
Mediterranean country to reach this accord with the 
EU. He said that Jordan, which currently sells $122 mil- 
lion worth of products to EU markets annually, hopes to 
increase its exports to Europe. But he said Spain’s 
unexpected move was like a stab in the back of a friend, 
noting that Spain sells Jordan four times its imports 
from the Kingdom, with the balance of trade showing a 
surplus of $36 million in Madrid's favour. 


A WRITER for A1 Dustonr criticised a government 
decision, which is to take effect at the end of this year, 
allowing merchants to import mineral water when pro- 
duction in Jordan suffices the country’s needs. 
Mohammad Daoud said the government’s efforts 
should be directed at protecting local products from 
foreign competition and refrain from draining the coun- 
try's bard currency on unnecessary goods. The writer 
said it is the government's duty to provide protection to 
the country’s agricultural and industrial products, as 
well and cut down on importing items that are pro- 
duced in the Kingdom, because the country is in bad 
need of foreign currency to finance its development 
plans. Jordan, he said, is trying to transform itself into 
an exporter of goods rather than a mere importer of dif- 
ferent products, and therefore all efforts should be 
exerted towards helping the local firms not only by cut- 
ting imports but also helping them produce goods of the 
best possible quality, that can compete with foreign 
products. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. 



Jordan is committed to peace, 


A 

■ 

as stipulated in the treaty it signed 


THE ISRAELI effort to indicate that its plan to build a dam 
on occupied Syrian territory has Jordanian agreement is noth- 
ing but another vain bid to strain Jordan's relations with Syria 
and the rest of the Arab World. 

Israel does not seem to be able to comprehend Jordan’s 
determination that die Kingdom's relations with the Jewish 
state will not and cannot be at the expense of its Arab identity 
and its strong-rooted ties with the Arab Woiid. 

Israel continues to believe that floating balloons dial seem to 
question Jordan's commitment to the Arab cause could lead to 
the Kingdom’s isolation in the Arab World. Such isolation. 
Israel seems to be convinced, will push Jordan into a deep 
embrace with the Jewish state. In short. Israel has opted to 
exercise the centuries-old colonialist policy of divide and rule. 
Well, Israel is in for a major surprise. Regardless of what the 


Jewish state has to say. implicitly or explicitly, Jordan’s poli- 

in me Arab World- In the 


cies and approaches are well known 
immediate context, Syria could not but be well aware of the 


fact dial one of the pillars of the Jordanian position in die 

leeitL 


peace process is the return of Arab lands to its legitimate own- 
ers, as the basis for any equitable Arab-Jsraeli peace agree- 
ment As such, Damascus could not be misled by the Israeli 
assertion that Amman had agreed that one of the dams called 
for in the Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty be sited on Syrian 
land 

Jordan's insistence that the return of land is a prerequisite for 


Arab- Israeli peace does not stem from any desire to curry 
favour with Syria; it is a position that stems from the 
Kingdom's deep-rooted support for the Arab cause. It cannot 
be d es cribed as a simple pragmatic and realistic approach. 
inHeeft pragmatism and realism have always beea a- feature of 
the Jordanian policy, but Amman’s demand that Israel respect 
and adhere to U nite d Nations Security Council Resolution 
242 is fllsn based on its conviction that international legitima- 
cy guide the way to comprehensive peace in the Middle East. 

The Jordanian position is clear and sound it has secured its 
rights to land and water through the peace treaty it signed with 
Israel and will follow up the issues on a bilate ral basis with the 
Jewish stale, without infringing upon foe rights of anyone 
else. So much should indeed be very clear To anyone. 

Beyond that is the firm Jordanian rejection of any Israeli 
effort to l egitimis e its usurpation of Arab territory, whether 
P alestinian nr Syrian. It is not as if Jordan is simply saying that 
itjis a matter between Israel and Syria whether Israel is bald- 
ing anythin g on Syrian territory as long as the Kingdom is 
assured of its rights. 

-Definitely not What we in Jordan are demanding is simple: 
Israel should agree not only to respect the territorial rights of 
Syria and all ofoer Arabs, including of the Palestinians and the 
Lebanese, but also return 'those territories without conditions 
to their legitimate owners; that is, if Israel is interested in gen- 
uine peace. 


Notwithstanding public statements, we are swtfoa^oor 
Syrian brothers are folly aware of the Jordanian position and 
would not allow Israel to drive a wedge between Ammanani 
Damascus. 


Now, fo foe bilateral context, it would seem that Atid 
Sharon and company had been cooking foe dam scam g* 
some time, after raising questions about why Israel h3d agreed, 
in the first place to respect Jordan's water rights as stipulate! 
in foe peace treaty. - 

Notwithstanding the lame excuses and justificsfooos ihat 
Sharon put up subsequently, we do not really believe foat be 
and the likes of him in Israel have any genuine feding of nor- 
mal relationship with Jordan despite all our efforts to stream- 
line ties with the Jewish state and put relations in the right-per- 
spective. In this context, it should be clear to all that Jordan is 
ocunmitted to the peace treaty it signed with Israel and is seek- 
ing ways and means to realise the water projects (as well as 
otto: projects) stipulated in that document and its annexes. 
There is no secret attachment to the peace treaty. It is these 
black and white for anyone to read and comprehend. 

As our leaders and government ministers have clearly 
emphasised, Jordan is not a party to whatever schemes Israel 
has in mind for the Arab territories it occupies. We demand the 
unequivocal return of Arab temtories to Arabs as foe basic 
foundation for Arab-IsraeH peace. 



rd Tanner 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Jordan clears the waters 


after Israel’s mudding 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE LOCAL dailies this 
week focused attention on 
reports about Israeli and 
Jordanian intentions of 
building a dam on the 
Yarmouk River, the 
Palestine problem, the 1997 
general elections and 
domestic issues. 

Tareq Masarweh, a writer 
for A1 Ra’i, accused Israel 
of trying to cause a split 
between Syria and Jordan 
by claiming that according 
to the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty, Israel and Jordan will 
build a dam on territories 
occupied from Syria in the 
1967 war. 

The writer said that Isfael 
does not care about Jordan's 
need of water and it is only 
fishing in muddy waters 
and seeking to secure suf- 
ficient water supplies for its 
own projects. 

Jordan had earlier drawn 
up plans for the construc- 
tion of the dam on the 
Yarmouk River, to guaran- 
tee water for irrigation pur- 
poses, and therefore, said 
the writer, it should not give 
any attention to Israel’s 
claims and attempts to cre- 
ate problems In foe region 
but rather go ahead with its 
own plans and carry out foe 
dam project because foe 
Kingdom is in desperate 
need for foe precious water 
for its survival. 

Saleb Qallab. a writer for 
AI Arab A1 Yawm, said that 
the conflicting reports about 
foe dam project have con- 
fused the Jordanians. While 
foe minister of water and 
irrigation, Muntber 

Haddadin, declared that the 
project is K)0 per cent 
Jordanian and will be 
implemented in accordance 
with foe provisions of the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty, 
foe Israeli leaders have been 
saying otherwise, insisting 
that foe dam will be set up- 
according to their own 
plans and in occupied 
Syrian lands, according to 
the writer. 

The writer demanded that 
foe government publish 
details about foe projected 
dam. as provided for in the 
peace treaty, so that no con- 
fusion can linger in foe 
minds of foe public. 

- He said foal the public has 

foe right to know foe facts, 
especially as foe Israeli 
statements continue to con- 
flict with those of the 
Jordanian announcements 
about the project 
A writer for Al Ra’i criti- 
cised the recent conference, 
held in Amman, of opposi- 
tion groups in Jordaq and 
Palestine on ways of 
defending Arab Jerusalem. 

Sultan Hattab said that foe 
statements of the conferees 
and the final resolutions can 
by no means serve as a cat- 
alyst to unite foe 
Palestinians because they 
were directed against the 


Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, the sole and 
legitimate representative of 
foe Palestinian people. 

The writer said that foe 
conference ignored the 
ongoing sacrifices of the 
Palestinian leadership and 
people in confronting foe 
Israeli occupation measures 
and did not focus attention 
on ways to save die 
Palestinians from the con- 
tinued repression and 
blockade imposed on them . 
by the Israelis, and rather, 
came up with criticism of 
foe Palestinian National 
Authority. 

The writer recalled that 
while foe negative attitude 
of the opposition was mani- 
festing itself in Amman, foe 
PNA was holding a confer- 
ence grouping all factions 
in Palestine with a vary pos- 
itive attitude, reflecting 
desire to unite the various 
Palestinian factions. 

Oreib Rintawi, a writer 
for Al Dustour. voiced 
appreciation of Greece 
which has called on foe 
world community to 
impose economic sanctions 
on Israel for its continued 
repression and collective 
punishment imposed on foe 
Palestinians. 

The writer said not a sin- 
gle Arab country has made 
such a demand and no Arab 
regime has directed its 
attention to saving foe 
Palestinians in deed rather 
than word. 

While the Arabs are busy- 
ing themselves with issues 
like whether to attend the 
Doha economic summit or 
not, foe Israelis are continu- 
ing to strangle the 
Palestinian people, said the 
writer. 

Yasser Arafat was right 
when, after the 1982 Israel 
invasion of Lebanon, he 
decided to go go Greece 
rather than seek refuge in 
Arab countries, said the 
writer who praised foe 
Greek for their continued 
support for the Palestinian 
cause. 

Commenting on the situa- 
tion in the occupied Arab 
lands, a writer for Al Aswaq 
said that the Israelis chose 
to strangle foe Arab town of 
Bethlehem in order to 
deprive the Palestinians of 
the source of income that 
comes through, tourisra. 

Mousa Hawash said that 
Bethlehem, the birth place 
of Jesus Christ, is known to 
be living off tourists who 
visit the holy places and 
Israel selected that particu- 
lar town in order to deny its 
inhabitants of their liveli- 
hood, in a further show of 
criminal actions and repres- 
sion against foe Palestinian 
people. 

By continuing their 
repression of and pressure 
on the Palestinians, the 
Israelis seek to humiliate 
foe Arabs and force them to 
accept all Tel Aviv’s dic- 
tates. said the writer. 


The Israeli government 
imposed its closure on all 
the Palestinian lands with- 
out determining foe identity 
of foe perpetrators of foe 
double suicide attacks in 
Jerusalem, and by singling 
out Bethlehem to remain 
under the blockade, said the 
writer, the Israelis have 
clearly manifested their 
disregard for the feelings of 
foe Christians in general 
and Christian tourists . in 
particular: 

Yasser Zaatreh. a writer 
for AI Dustour, reflected on 
foe dialogue between foe 
opposition parties and foe 
government and said that 
foe Muslim Brotherhood, 
which decided to boycott 
foe elections, must prompt- 
ly take a final decision con- 
cerning its participation in 
the coming elections. 

Acting in light of foe 
recent prime minister's lec- 
ture at the World Affairs 
Council, in which he clear- 
ly showed die government’s 
decision to hold on to its 
position, the Muslim 
Brotherhood should under- 
stand that the dialogue is 
pointless, said the writer. 

He added that as long as 
foe government insists on 
foe one-person, one-vote 
election system and foe 
recent amendments to the 
Press and Publications Law, 
both of which are opposed 
by the Brotherhood, there 
can be no positive result 
from the dialogue. 

The writer said the picture 
is now clear and the 
Muslim Brotherhood is 
called upon to declare the 
failure of the dialogue since 
nothing of substance has 
been discussed and no 
change in the government 
position has materialised. 

Mohammad Daoud, 
another Al Dustour colum- 
nist, reflected on foe contin- 
uing rise in- the prices of 
vegetables and fruits, not- 
ing that since the floating of 
prices, foe limited-income 
groups have been suffering. 

The writer said that foe 
government's decision to 
allow prices to be floated 
opened the way for the mer- 
chants to set any kinds of 
prices and offer any kind of 
items to foe consumers, at 
will. 

Without control of prices 
and without government 
intervention, the plight of 
foe limited-income groups 
will exacerbate and foe 
markets will continue to 
witness confusion, warned 
the writer. 

He said foe hiking of 
prices by merchants does 
not help foe farmers and the 
agricultural producers in 
any way, but rather helps 
the wholesale dealers earn 
mote profits because they 
bold foe key in this equa- 
tion, by offering the lowest 
possible price to the fanners 
for their produce and charg- 
ing the highest possible 
price from foe consumers. 


Israel’s dilemma — to ratify 


weapons convention or not 


By Steve Rodsm 


The article below is reprinted from the 
Aug. 17 issue qfThe Jerusalem Post 


JANUARY 1993: It might have been 
winter in Rais, but inside the huge 
convention hafl it was the spring of 
op timism for then-foreign minister 
Shimon Peres as he participated in the 
festive signing of the Chemical 
■Weapons Convention. 

After initial hesitation, Israel agreed 
id sign and over the next few mouths 
gov e rnm ent officials were cp ria nsoc 
that the peace process would give rise 
to a Middle East ready to discuss the 
eCromauco of chemical and eventually 
of al ixxwxmvCTTtijMal weapons. 

Today, more than four years User, 
the opposite has odcunedi The pexe 
process has ground to a hah and 
Israel’s Arab neighbours are amassing 
chemical weapons and ballistic mis- 
siles at a pace that would indicate an 
effort to counter farad’s purported 
nuclear arsemL 

Talk about bad tinhpg. Now Israel is 
being asked to ratify 1 the Chemical 
Weapons Convention (CWC) that 
would result in foil repotting of any 
c^abilhy as weQ as being open id 
infections of secret forifities. 

The question is should Israel ratify 
and when? The government is tom 
between ratification said the possible 
exposure of its iraKraiveixianal aise- 
nal to Arab enemies orrdusiEg to rati- 
fy and being subjected to ecoootmc 
sanctions. 

It's one of the most important 
strategic debates ttns country has seen 
in many years,” a senior government 
source says. 

‘Tsrad is in adOemmaaod any deci- 
sion it makes will have serious rcper- 


bouring usaeported chenscal 
weapons. 

The most Ekdy target is the Nudear 
Research Genre at Dimona. 

The only way a country can block 
such an inspection is to obtain a major- 
ity of the executive body of the 
Organisation of the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons. Tbe body trust be 
convinced that foe request is frivolous 
and that such a facility could not possi- 
bly contain chemical weapons. A 
counuy demanding such an inspection 
cannot include its represe nta tives on 
the multinational team that would visit 
the site. 

Rjt Israeli officials, the ramifications 
of such a convention are dizzying. 
Isad has for decades resisted inrema- 


fostiajte of Peace who specufises « 
nudea- proliferation, and arms coast 
says the most impartas question is 
whether Israeli security requires elm- 
ical weapons. 

T think the unequivocal answer is 
noT Cohen says. ‘The txafitaty rify 
cf chemical weapons was new 
demonstrated in the bariefiddm Ac 
first place sod L cannot see any con- 
ceivable situation m wfakh bad 
would be persuaded go use denied 
weapons. 

The deteercm value of chtmfal 
weapons for Israel, given its nudfar 
image, is very marginaL” Cohastfe- 
agrees with Israeli defense experts nto 
ague that exposing an sbm if 
chemical weapotE would acetify 
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tiooaJ presstae to ago the Nudear “'encourage Arab states to launch afa 
Ncn-ftolifefetitiir Treaty and for - strike of chemically-tipped 


cussions.” Time is shot The CWC 


look effect on April 29 and so for 97 
countries have ratified the treaty. Seme 
officials say farad has only weeks to 
do the same before it comes up against 
international pressure. 

As a result, the issue is being fever- 
ishly (focussed in the Defence 
Ministry and within die ministerial 
committee an security. 

Israeli officials s^ it is dear that fins 
win be the only caurtiy in the Levant 
ratifying tbe treaty. Most Arab oouo- 
tries refuse to sign theCWCuotil farad 
signs die Nuclear Non-Protiferanoa 
Treaty. This includes Egypt 2 nd Syria, 
both of winch have large chemical 
weapons arsenals. Iran has signed the 
treaty, which has been ratified in por- 
liamexti, but Teheran bas not deiivercd 
the ratification notice to the United 
Nations. 

The issues me security and deter- 
rence.” says Gerald Steinberg, director 
of the Arms Control and Proliferation 
Reseacfa Programme * Bar-flan 
University’s Bqpn-Sad& Centre for 
Strategic Studies. Tbe question is 
whether Israel gets deterrent valiK 
from ambiguity cm qbemica] 

The second issues the impact on the 
chemical industry. Countries that don'i 
sign wil) pay a large penalty if the 
requirements of tie treaty ste 
enforced. 

The CWC is rcgnded as tbe mry y 
intrusive and complex treaty ever 
enacted The goal of the convention is 
to eliminate chemical weapons by the 
year 2007. Each cf the signatories 
pledges to begin reputing on its past 
and current chemical weapons stock- 
piles and fadfities within 30 days and 
to start destroying them within 90 
days. 

Under tie treaiy, a country (^chal- 
lenge the veracity of tie inforaxition 
given by another rignarory. So, a North 
African nation that has ratified the 
trafiy can denond an inspection of 
farad’s facilities; securing them of har- 


inspections of the Dimona facility. 
Officials cannot fathom agreeing to 
any outside examination of the ste 

“Ratifying tbe CWC would give the 
Arabs an imnwAwa advantage,” a 
government expert says. ’Most of the 
Arab countries would refuse to sign the 
CWC and could keep all of their 
weapons. But the two or three coun- 
tries that ratify tbe treary would use it 
soldy id get into our faeflaies and kam 
everything that they’ve been dying to 
know about us.” 

The question now regards tactics. 
The ministerial committee fa itself 
divided on the issue. In a meeting on 
July 9, National Infrastructure. Minister 
Ariel Sharon warned against ratifying 
the CWC saying the move would 
endanger farad. Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai suggested that 
Israel ratify the agreement and rely on 
tLS. support in in te rpret in g the treaty. 

At one point, accenting to a source 
who monitored the me e t in g. Sharon 
accused Mordechai ofbeipg “too dose 
to the Americans.” Madedsti denied 
tins, saying, T am operating strictly in 
an objective manner. Our relations 
with the Americans are excellent. I 
believe a is good that the US. is on our 
side.” Neither Mordechai nor SUaroa 
would discuss fafa position on the 
Chemical Wsapons Converaioo. 

The discussions in the government 
on whether to recommend ratification 
of the CWC is being chaired by David 
Ivry, special adviser to Motdechai and 
head of the Committee on Arms 
CoranoL 

Ivry’s committee has na drafted any 
recommendations but the chtinuan fa 
said to feel that farad vnO eventually 
have to ratify tbe treaty, fvry has 
refused to be interviewed on dte sub- 


nfrssDes. He says the prcbabifiy of a 
first use of Syrian chemi c al weapons 
against Israel is km with Damascus 
det e r re d by Israel’s purported mder 
arsenaL 

The tegument to ratify tbe neay is 
primarily finance One cf the pari- 
ties of refusal to join the CWC is tha 
the offending country will be band 
from the supply of raw material useda. 
the pbarma autkal and pe u ocfaenial 
inefasny. Thfa would i^iaad’srapid- 
ly growing higb-techoology radusny 

And when &ouM farad ctify lie 
treaty? 

Sonteofficiafaaig u ethai ati l t t ai ioo 
should tntne w ithin the next fev 
months or even weds so farad can 
join the verification; cummktees of dir 
CWC 

*Tf you want to be irfbentM, (heo 
you have to be the fast,” an offidal 
says. ‘The longer you wait the one 
marginal you become." Other offidak 
however; have argued (bat farad 
should wait as long as possible fad 
ratifying the treaty. By then. Israel wS 
have determined whether fare wS 
indeed ratify tbe treaty and open is 
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A hey issue is wfaar conclusions the 
Arabs wflj draw fit*n their knowledge 
of any Israeli chemical we^jons pro- 
gramme. Some eapexts ague that they 
are highly Interested in feta’s chemi- 
cal weapons capabSiry precisely 
becawth^therasdvesareprodudi^ 
such weapons. 

"The problem is iba fulfiflmg these 
conditions of die cooveition wflj cause 
an impotent element of farad's deter- 
rent equation to efisappear,” Retiren 
Pedazur. director of the GaEfi Centre 
for Strategy and National Defence, 
says. “This will be especially grave if 
tbe Arab states maintain their refiial to 
join the treaty. So, a situation will be 
coated wherefoy most of the couaries 
1° the region, except for IsaeL. wfll 
have chemical weapons" 

Others on the committee a gna that 
exposure of farad’s chenricaJ weapons 
atseaal will lead its Arab enemies to 


and Egypt 
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— fey to prosperity 

m. 

and economic supremacy 


By Richard Tanner 


DURING THIS "century, 
Jordan .has developed from 
a traifiponal subsistence 
society .to a largely 
urinnised sen'icc economy. 
It is thus interesting to see 
how iff education system 
has kept pace with ibis 
rapid change . and where it 
shuuld .be beading m the 
future.-. 

In the 1900s. with high 
death rates, people focused 
on survival passing tradi- 
tional values and knowl- 
edge down the generations. 
After .1920. improvements 
to water supplies and health 
care pp*^ t he dr^th tytry 
fall,, particularly in chil- 
dren! causing a rapid 
increase in the population 
number. As these children 
grew up. there was insuffi- 
cient land and livestock to 
support them, so many 
migrated to towns looking 
for work. Traditional rand 
survival skills needed to be 
supplemented by education 
and training for jobs in 
these towns, so schools 
developed, teaching the 
equivalent of the “Three 
Rs.: M the reading, writing 
and ‘rilhmeiic of Dicken- 
sian Britain. 

Ac this century's dose, 
Jordan, with a very low 
death rate and a falling 
birth rate, finds itself in a 
third stage of demographic 
development Although the 
number of children bom is 
not increasing much, these 
children are growing into 
adulthood, swelling the 


workforce. Rural emigra- 
tion » still occurring, but 
the m&in growth is from 
within towns and cities. 
Traditional skills and the 
Three Rs are giving way to 
the learning needed ro suc- 
ceed in the mechanised, 
urbanised Jordan of today. 
And as the world shrinks 
into (he global village of 
tomorrow. Jordan's educa- 
tion system will need to 
compete with that of this 
rapidly developing world. 

As the death rate falls and 
families realise they can 
survive with fewer chil- 
dren, the focus of education 
changes, from quantity to 
'quality. Education that will 
help meet the needs of 
modem industry and com- 
merce is expensive, but if 
families have fewer chil- 
dren. they can invest more 
per child — the symbiotic 
link between education and 
fertility rates. 

The country too has a 
unique opportunity to 
improve the quality of edu- 
cation for. as the demo- 
graphic balance moves in 
favour of the workforce, 
these, workers can and 
should invest heavily in 
improved ' education. It 
takes just two generations 
until today's children move 
into old age where the costs 
of supporting their retire- 
ment impose a heavy bur- 
den on future workers, as 
Japan is now discovering. 

As Jordan moves to this 
new demographic stage, 
perhaps it should learn 
from the education systems 


of the ‘countries already 
there. Japan, S. Korea. Sin- 
gapore. Thailand and 
Malaysia have each invest- 
ed heavily in their chil- 
dren's cducutiun. Literacy 
and numeracy are empha- 
sised and though science 
and technology arc taught 
passively, achievement of 
skill levels is noticeably 
higher in all these areas 
than in the West. Govern- 
ments control education 
tightly, parents pressure 
children to achieve, stu- 
dents and teachers are high- 
ly motivated, the competi- 
tion is fierce. Time spent in 
school is long, both in days 
per year and in hours per 
day. followed by homework 
and extra coaching. Large 
numbers stay on into fur- 
ther and higher education, 
graduating into well-paid, 
respected government or 
business jobs. 

Education has been a 
major plank from which 
these countries of E. Asia 
have plunged and trans- 
formed themselves into 
Tiger economics. WiLh few 
resources, besides its peo- 
ple and location, Japan has. 
within four generations, 
metamorphosed from a feu- 
dal society into a techno- 
logical leader which rivals 
the laiger U.S. and EU. 

Of course, educating the 
masses has Its political dan- 
gers. If the leaders of a 
country undergoing demo- 
graphic change fail to react 
or attempt to suppress the 
growing middle-class, rev- 
olution is inevitable as in 


late eighteenth century 
France or early twentieth 
ccnrury Russia or, more 
recently. Egypt, Ethiopia 
and Iran. However, if the 
democratic process is 
allowed ro pursue its 
course, as in Scandinavia. 
Britain or the East Asian 
countries mentioned, then 
evolution Is more likely. 

Jordan, thank:, to the 
astuteness of its leadership, 
has followed this evolution- 
ary path so far. However, as 
a newly enriched elite 
emerges — those educated 
and successful in business 
and commerce — this 
wealthy minority needs to 
share the growing prosperi- 
ty of the Kingdom more 
wisely to avoid the prob- 
lems that have dogged 
many S. American coun- 
tries. This elite should have 
little to fear from educating 
the masses, for the better 
educated they are, the more 
will the young men and 
women of tomorrow be 
able to increase the wealth 
and prosperity of Jordan. 

A well-educated democ- 
racy will not allow itself to 
go the way of Burma or 
Cambodia or slide into 
another Balkans. Education 
and democracy can help 
transform the Kingdom into 
an Arab version of an East- 
ern Tiger economy. 


The writer is teacher of 
geography at the Bacea lau- 
reate School. Amman. He 
contributed the above arti- 
cle to the Jordan Times. 
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Asia firm promises 
liberation from laptops 


n» 




TAIPEI (R) — For globe- 
trotting executives who 
thought it would free them 
to track almost anywhere, 
the laptop computer has 
turned put to be a mixed 
blessing. 

These machines do fit on 
one’s lap, but those who 
carry them soon find the 
word “portable" to be a 
rather unfunny joke. So 
now (me Hong Kong-based 
company hopes to free the, 
Asian “road warrior" from 
his laptop computer. 

Laptops are nearer in size 
to a college dictionary with 
the heft of a sizeable sack 
of potatoes. Slung from the 
shoulder as you buy tickets 
and queue for a plane, your 
productivity tool quickly 
and often painfully makes 
its presence known. 

Nor have they necessarily 
made life easier in the many 
parts of the developing 
world where telecommuni- 
cation links are non-stan- 
dard, cumbersome and 
costly — particularly in 
Asia. 

Asia’s sawjest travellers 
cany home-made wiring 
rigs and often can be found 
burrowing beneath the 
hotel bed, stripping phone 
wires to bot-wire their 
modems. 

But even then, balky 
long-distance links to the 
home office or Internet eas- 
ily can cost hundreds of 
dollars a day. 

Not everyone loves their 
laptop “everyone hates to 
cany a laptop and all the 
problems that -carrying a 
laptop creates," says Eliza- 
beth Hernandez, one such 


laptop-lugging road warrior 
who finally had enough. 

Ms. Hernandez is one of 
four partners of I-Quest 
Corp who founded the 
Hong Kong startup with a 
simple .goal — liberating 
travelling executives from 
their laptops. 

Their solution? To equip 
hotel rooms with feature- 
packed, Internet-linked 
computers running a palette 
of business, network and 
information software in a 
package they call world- 
room. 

Woridroom allows hotel 
guests to connect to their 
own e-mail accounts, surf 
the world wide web, usetthe 
latest versions of the coreL, 
lotus and Microsoft busi- 
ness software “suites" and 
tap the Reuters business 
briefing database. 

The system includes a 
laser or inkjet printer, copy 
and fax functions, games 
and even links to prin (shops 
for rush jobs — all at a flat 
cost to the guest or hotel of 
$20 a day. 

A round-the-clock busi- 
ness centre in your room 
“we’re trying to be a 24- 
hour business centre in the 
hotel room," Ms. Hernan- 
dez gaid- “No one tikes 
business centres, the long 
waits, inconvenient hours, 
paying for every fax and 
copy. 

“Imagine working in the 
privacy of your room, at 
an y hour, with no interrup- 
tions. It's a totally different 

experience." • 

It’s an experience Asian 

hotel chains are keen to 

offer, 


Just a year old on Aug. 
15, I-Quest has put world- 
room in executive rooms at 
Manila's peninsula and 
Shangri-La and Hong 
pong’s Hyatt Regency. 
Installations are planned for 
top hotels in Hong Kong, 
Taipei, Singapore, Shang- 
hai and Seoul. 

I-Quest President Antho- 
ny Blass, in an Internet 
interview, said the parents 
of both the Hyatt and 
Peninsula were in talks with 
I-Quest about establishing 
global woridroom franchis- 
es. 

Capitalised at $30 million 
and focused on Asia, I- 
. Quest is aiming at 170,000 
rooms at 2,500 Pacific Rim 
hotels, be said. 

Notably, woridroom was 
designed not by hotshot 
cybeigeeks dazzled by their 
own programming prowess, 
but by long-suffering jour- 
nalists and executives who 
are gambling they are not 
the only frequent fliers who 
hate schlepping computers. 

“We’ve all basically bet 
our life’s savings on this," 
Ms. Hernandez, I-Quest’s 
marketing chief, said dur- 
ing a recent sales swing 
through Taipei. “We believe 
in the concept” 

Business plan eyes hotel 
partnerships expecting imi- 
tators, I-Quest hopes its 
unusual business model 
will win a fast foothold in 
Asia’s best business hotels. 

Much to hoteliers' 
rielighr , I-Quest finances 

the $3,000 systems it 
installs, leaving just the 
wiring to the hotel. But the 
hotel must make a strong 


commitment to promote 
woridroom. 

“The key element is mar- 
keting. That’s the only 
obligation we ask. The 
hotel must market this 
aggressively," Ms. Hernan- 
dez said. 

“Hotels (ike it because it 
cuts their* business centre 
costs. And they can distin- 
guish themselves with a 
premium service." 

Woridroom is itself a 
marketing tool, featuring 
conspicuous bqt unobtru- 
sive promotions for, I- 
Quest's corporate partners. 

“We have research show- 
ing that people would be 
willing to spend $30-S$5 a 
day for such a package." 
Ms. Hernandez said. “With 
our advertising model we 
can keep the cost low at 
$ 20 ." 

Ms. Hernandez says wori- 
droom is particularly attrac- 
tive to women, citing mar- 
ket research showing that 
one in four female execu- 
tives would leave their lap- 
top at home given the 
choice. The rate for men 
was one in seven. 

“Of course, we don't 
think all executives are 
going to give up their lap- 
tops. anytime soon, but the 
more they can rely on 
another system, the better,” 
she said. 

“Here’s a way to create 
documents and presenta- 
tions, use the Internet, your 
own e-mail, communicate 
with the home office — all 
without the hassle of recon- 
figuring in each city. 

“Some people will leave 
their laptops at home." 



Our showroom to look at our new range of 
Chrysler and Jeep . 

A complimentary present awaits you and get 

a chance to win 5 nights at any Marriott 
Hotel Worldwide . 
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The first three buyers of any of the above 
cars will get a free one week stay for 6 
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Norsk Hydro, Jordan Phosphate 
Mines to set up $ 600 m project 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Jordan and- 
Norway signed an agree- 
ment to establish one of the 
largest phosphate projects 
in Am Kingdom with a£60Q 
million capital. 

Tlie accord, signed 
between the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company 
(JPMC) and Norsk Hydro 
on Thursday, will enable 
die new firm to produce 
440,000 tonnes of phos- 
phoric acid and 1.2 million 
tonnes of fertilisers annual- 
ly- i 

The Jordanian share in the 
project will be 40 per cent 
of the capital, while the 
Norwegian firm will pay 
die remaining capital. The 
two shares amount to $240 
million. 

The remaining $360 mil-" 
lion of the capital will be 
obtained through foreign 
loans. 

The JPMC’s share wifi be 
IS per cent, Arab Potash 
^--Company will pay IS per 
* cent of the capital and the" 
^Social Security Corporation 


share will amount to five 
per cent of the capital. 

The project involves the 
establishment of phosphor- 
ic acid plant at the phos- 
phate mines (in Eshidiya) 
and a fertiliser plant in 
Aqaba^ . _ saicL ..Syerre. 
Bjerkamp, vice president of 
the Norwegian firm 

He told the Jordan Times 
that Jordan’s phosphate and 
potash are good quality raw 
materials and that Aqaba is 
a very good port for the 
market in Asia. “This kind 
of fertiliser will have a very 
strong increase in demand 
in the Asian market” Mr 
Bjerkamp said. 

“We have not assigned a 
specific market but it is 
quite obvious that this fer- 
tiliser will be strongly 
needed in markets like 
China, India and other parts 
of As"ia," he' said. "* ' ~ ' 

“This is a very large pro- 
ject we will concentrate on 
this, but of coarse in die 
long-term, if this is a suc- 
cessful cooperation, this 
will give us the basis for 
expanding here in Jcfrdan,” 
he added. 


The Norwegian firm is 
one of the world’s leading 
industries in petrochemi- 
cals. iron and steel and fer- 
tilisers. The Oslo govern- 
ment owns 51 per cent of 
the capital. 

_ Deputy Prime Minister 
for Development Affairs 
Jawad Anani, who attended 
the signing ceremony, said 
the project is “a step chat 
would improve the balance 
of payments of Jordan. It 
will also enhance our 
international profile as a 
fertiliser producer country." 

Dr. Anani stud the project 
is ‘Vital to Jordan because 
it is a pan of a chain in a 
well defined plan to devel- 
op the (country’s) fertiliser 
industry." 

The minister said the pro- 
ject will require infrastruc- 
ture, such as transportation 
facilities; - including the 
building of a railroad 
between Eshidiya and 
Aqaba. 

Production at the two 
plants is expected to start 
by the year 2001. 

Chairman of Board of 
Directors of the JPMC, 


Mohammed Mahdi Farhan, 
said his firm's long-term 
goal is to produce 10 mil , 
lion tonnes of fertiliser 
annualy. adding that feasi- 
bility studies indicate' that 
the Eshidiya mines contain 
1,200 million tonnes of 
phosphate. 

Earlier this year, the 
JPMC signed an agreement 
with four Japanese compa- 
nies to establish a plant to 
produce a 300,000 tonnes 
of fertiliser each year. The 
total production will be 
exported to Japan. 

Another agreement was 
signed with India to estab- 
lish a plant in Eshidiya that 
will produce 225,000 
tonnes of fertiliser annually. 

Last year figures indicate 
that the Kingdom’s annual 
exports of phosphate 
totalled $127 mill ion com- 
pared with S105 million in 
1995, while potash exports 
totalled $126 million in 
1996 compared with $122 
milli on the previous year. 


U.S. firm to study expansion, r 
of Jordan Refinery to cope with 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi bpd would only meet 

Reuter demand until 2001. 

The refinery has come to 
AMMAN — Jordan’s rely solely on Iraqi crude 

Petroleum Refinery Com- oil after Saudi Arabia cut 

pany (JPRC) said Friday it oil exports through the 

was embarking on a major Tapline after the 1990 Gulf 

scheme to modernise and crisis in retaliation at 

expand the country's sole Amman’s pro-Baghdad 

refinery to cope with rising stance, 
products demand until Iraqi crude is trucked by 
2010. tankers under an annual 

“We expect the refinery’s supply accord between 

expansion and modemisa- Amman and Baghdad," 

tion to be complete! by which is exempt from a 

2002. It will raise capacity 1 U.N. embargo imposed on 
from 100,000 barrels per Iraq since its invasion of 


day (bpd) to 170,000 bpd Kuwait in 1990. be completed by first quar- 

with new units in operation . JPRC is_ a listed firm ter 1998 under a $500,000 

by then," Abdul Wahid) A1 whose shares are mostly in grant from the U.S. Trade 

Zubi, director general of private hands with a minor- and Development Agency 

JPRC. said. ity government stake and (TDA), Mr. Zubi said. 

Mr. Zubi told Reuters that 17 per cent stake held by “This expansion project is 

the Zarqa refinery expan- Arab interests. It has a 50- of utmost importance and 

sion project, at an estimated year concession until "2008 — any-rmstakes will effect .the 
$400-$500 million cost, to supply the domestic mar- overall cost,'' Mr. Zubi 


refinery and implement its 
expansion scheme. 

“The aim of the study is 
(for) two reasons." The first 
is to define the expansion 
required to raise the refin- 
ery's capacity from 100,000 
bpd to 160,000 bpd and the 
other is to improve the 
quality of the petroleum 
products processed," Mr. 
Zubi said, 

Keliog was picked from a 
list of three short-listed 
firms, ABB/Lummus and 
Bechtel, who bid -to under- 
take tbe study which is to 
be completed by first quar- 
ter 1998 under a $500,000 
grant from the U.S. Trade 
and Development Agency 
(TDA), Mr. Zubi said. 

“This expansion project is 
of utmost importance and 


was a strategic move to 
meet future growing local 
demand on products until 
2010. 

Product consumption 
rates are growing at an 
average four per cent annu- 
ally. A two-year revamping 
project at a cost of $20 mil- 
lion to raise capacity by 
mid- 1998 to 100,000 bpd 
from an existing 75,000 


ket with its fuel require- 
ments. 

JPRC processed 3.2 mil- 
lion tonnes of Iraqi crude in 
1996 and imported 1.2 mil- 
lion tonnes of various prod- 
ucts. 

U.S. engineering firm 
M.W. Keliog was awarded 
on Aug. 19 a contract to 
underake a feasibility study 
to see how t ^p odemise the 


said, stressing how vital the 
study's outcome to the 
future of the refinery. 

JPRC expects to proceed 
immediately after the study 
on the expansion and mod- 
ernisation scheme to add 
new units processing more 
desulphurised diesel and 
unleaded gasoline. 

“Our products are up to 
global standards but there is 


a need to ensure they also 
meet future specifications,” 
Mr. Zubi saii 

Mr. Zubi said the expan- 
sion scheme, the fourth 
since the refinery was com- 
missioned in 1951, would 
help bring more flexibility 
in adapting to changing 
local consumption patterns. 

Jordan's reliance on fuel 
oil Jor industrial uses has 
forced over 40 per cent of 
the refinery’s processing to 
cater for tins demand at tire 
expense of other higher 
yield products. 

But ambitious projects, 
such as plans by U.S. 
Amoco to export Egyptian 
gas by pipeline to Jordan's 
power plants, would allow 
the refinery to reduce fuel 
oil processing, Mr. Zubi 
added. 

"The Keliog study would 
also review supply options 
other than reliance on Iraqi 
crude, mainly a product of 
the Gulf crisis. 

But a pipeline to transport 
oil from Iraq once U.N. 
economic sanctions are lift- 
ed on Baghdad would 
sharply reduce trucking 
costs and make Iraqi crude 
sourcing more attractive. 
Mr. Zubi said. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Cuff 

5 Fashionable 
10 Striker's foe 

14 One of the 
Hebrides 

15 City west of 
Venice 

16 Roman stoic 

17 Anguish 

18 WeAflT 

19 Not now 

20 Dessert 

23 Diva Stevens 

24 

26 ^ 0 ^ war 
28 Casts off 
31 Economist 


32 Lead astray 
34 Inventor’s 
monogram 
37 Line by Donne 
40 Goffer Ernie 


42 Made good 


43 Attu native 

44 Like some 
winter days 

45 Dkector Frank 
48 Missile 

50 Wayne fflm 

56 Pierce 

57 Old Greek 
marketplace 

58 Dash 

60 Ringlet 

61 Bocfc, of a kind 

62 Spectral 

63 Caen’s river 

64 Journeys 


> DOWN 


2 Be faineant 

3 Indigo 

4 Vista 

5 Cat fights 

6 A Curie 

7 Arabian port 
B Resounded 

9 Actor Jacques 

10 Bums r 

11 Waterway 

12 Make up (for) 



by William Can! 


13 Barry of 

baseball 

21 Support 

22 Flanks 

25 Austen 

26 Elvis to some 

27 Showofts 

28 Viewpoint 

29 Draped 

30 Singer Adams 

32 

33 Birthright seller 

34 Fast food item 

35 

36 Certain current 

38 Actor Lloyd 

39 English animal 
painter 

43 Suitable for 
farming 

44 lake to court 

45 Freshwater fish 

46 John Jacob — 

47 Simple 

48 Disrobe 
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Two factors seen influencing 

, trading this week 



.'.^iSanirGtiswf 

Jordkut Tbrits Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — -Two factors 
are likely to affect trading 
and'p^ees Jtt the Amman 
Ftnangfel -Maricgt. (AFM) 
this week. Nasser Al Amad, 
manager •' of the 
foiled vPSqascial Invest- 
moot Ccanpany, told - the 
Jordan Times Friday. . 

He indicated i£ax .the 
decision, to abolish the ceil* 
mg offoreign ownership in 
some sectors of the Jordan- 
ianecownoy £rpm Monday 
win bawr a great effect os 
tmding«Qd prices of shares 
as the stock oxebange, 

- Mr Amad predicted that 
shuns of the Arab Bank 
and. .the Jordan Islamic 
Bank will be ;In heavy 
demantf barring any unfore- 
seen negative develop- 
ments, , - . 

- The jgenml manager of 
d» brokerage firm, who 
weeUy L advises the Jordan 
Times Lv . .on .. expected 
prospects ai the stuck 
exchange, saw the interest 
rale decline on ceni&cates 
of deposit issued by the 
Central V Sank as another 
fitetts- that is likely to raise 
the activity at the AFM. 

He' explained that as a 
result of lower interest rates 


the yield of companies will 
improve down the rood and 
that, in turn, will reflect 
positively on the prices of 
shares and the trading vol- 


Mr. Axsad also expected a 
shift in investments to the 
AFM as a result of Interest 
razes edging down as high 
interest has attracted invest- 
ments to various other out- 
lays. 

The analysis of trading 
and prices for the past week 
shows a 98.1 per cent 
increase as trading totalled 
JD10.5 mil li on compared 
go JDS J million during die 
previous week. 

The number of shares 
traded was .2.4 million 
spread over 2^49 con- 
tracts. 

The average daily volume 
of trade was JD2.1 million 
compared to JDI.l million 
dining the previous week. 

The banks and financial 
institutions led by record- 
ing a JD8.32 million trad- 
ing volume that accounted 
for 79.4 per cent of the 
overall trading. Industry 
accounted for 13.4 per cent 
as h came second with a 
JD 1 .41 million. 

Services and insurance 
followed with JD0.73 mil- 
lion and JD0.02 million 


representing seven per cent 
and 0.2 per cent respective- 
ly. 

The general price index 
edged down firom 164.86 
points to 164.54 points. 
This 0.39 point decline 
reflected a 0.18 per cent 
drop. 

The index for the banks 
and financial institutions 
registered a 2.7 point (1.26 
per cent) rise. The price 
index for the services end 
insurance sectors also 
increased by 0.55 points 
(0.49 per cent} und by 0.13 
points (0.11 per cent) 
respectively. 

The industry sector pulled 
down the general index by 
recording a 2.91 -point 
(2.36 per cent) decline in 
the price index. 

By comparing the closing 
prices of lost week with the 
closing at the end of the 
previous week, it was found 
that prices of 27 companies 
rose while those of 45 firms 
declined and the prices of 
the remaining 22 compa- 
nies stabilised. Shares of 94 
companies were traded last 
week. 

Further information can be 
obtained from the United 
Financial Investment Com- 
pany at the AFM. 


r 



Deadline for insurance companies reportedly extended 


** THE COUNCIL of Ministers has agreed to give the insurance companies an addi- 
tional six months to be able to fulfil the requirement of a capital increase, according to 
information obtained by Al Dust our. An amendment to the insurance law obliges insur- 
ance companies to raise their capital to, a minimum of JD2 million before Oct 1 , 1997 in 
order totareate-laige end strong ept|ties. _ .... . 

Raouf Abu Jaber,^ president of the.Eederatipn of Insurance Companies, said the insur- 
ance sector has hoped fra- a one-year extension instead of only six months so as to give 
the companies enough time to adjust to the requirement The minister of industry, trade 
and supply has recommended a one-year extension (Al Dustour). 


Government to consider raising salaries 

** THE GOVERNMENT has entrusted a ministerial committee to study the economic 
situation, especially the rise in prices and inflation of employees and retired persons at 
the beginning of next year. The prime minis ter has expressed the government's intention 
to raise the salaries and pensions during a meeting he held with Irbid residents last week. 

The prime minister said a review of salaries should be conducted annually so that 
incomes do not get eroded by economic changes. He added that such a review was car- 
ried out in 1994 but was discontinued in the following two years. “As such a review of 
wages now should take into consideration tfae economic developments during 1995 and 
199$. as well as this year," be stressed. The public sector comprises nearly half a million 
of civil servants and mili tary personnel who are either still working or retired (Al Ra'i). 


THE BETTER HALF. By Glasbergen 



[ didn't get paid today. To save wear and 
tear on the computers, our paychecks 
are being hand-printed by monks." 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
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Sampras and Hingis roll into 
3rd round at U.S. Open 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
World number ones Pete 
Sampras and Manina 
Hingis rolled into the third 
round of the U.S. Open 
with straight-set triumphs 
here on a rainy Thursday 
when play was delayed for 
five hours. 

Two-time defending 
champion Sampras won 41 
of 44 first-serve points in 
blitzing 338th-ranked 
German qualifier Patrick 
Baur 7-5. 6-4. 6-3. while 
Hingis beat 42nd-ranked 
Czech Denisa Chludkova 6- 
I. 6-2. in 44 minutes. 

Both top seeds seek their 
third Grand Slam title of the 
year at the SI 1.8 million- 
hardeourt event. Hingis and 
Sampras each won crowns 
at the Australian Open and 
Wimbledon earlier this 
year. 

Sampras won ail 27 first- 
sene points in the first two 
sets of his 99-minute tri- 
umph. which he finished 
off with a service winner. 

Sampras hit 46 winners 
and was accurate with 5S 
per cent of his first serves. 

“I'm serving very well 
and I feel if fm serving 
well. I'm going to be tough 
to beat." Sampras said. 
“The key for the first week 
is to get through these 
matches as quick as possi- 
ble. This was a good test. 
I'm playing well. That’s all 
i can ask al this point.” 
Sampras delivered a spir- 
it-crushing blow with the 
final point of the second 
set. a backhand cross-court 
winner from the baseline 
that prompted a broad grin 
and triple fist pump from 
the two-time defending 
champion. 

“There are times in a 
mutch you want to release 
some emotion. 

Set point in the second set 
was it,** Sampras said. 
"This is the time and place 
to show some emotion." 

Rain forced the Sampras 
match to be moved to 
Stadium Two. the former 
main court where the 
American won four U.S. 
Open crowns. 

“I love playing on that 
court." Sampras said. "I 
have a lot of sood memo- 
ries out here. I won a lot of 
great matches on that 
court." 

Baur battled Sampras 
even in the first set until the 
final game, when he hit a 
forehand long to fall behind 
15-40 and then double 
faulted to surrender the set. 

“The first set was the 
key." Sampras said. “Once I 
won that 1 relaxed. He came 
out firing. He was serving 
huge. He had nothing to 
lose. His game wasn't all 
that solid but he played 
well, especially at the net.” 
Sampras* next foe is 
another German. Slst- 
ranked Alex Radulescu. 
who outlasted Australia's 
Richard From berg 3-6. 6-4. 
6-3. 3-6. 6-4. in a marathon 
march that lasted two hours 
and 47 minutes. 

Thoughts are already 
drifting ahead to a possible, 
semi-final between 

Sampras and the highest 
other seed in his half of the 
draw, number six Alexj 
Corretja of Spain. 

Corretja, who dueled 
Sampras in an epic match 
here last year before losing 
in a fifth-set tie-breaker, 
beat Czech Bohdan 
Ulihrach 7-5, 6-4, 3-6. 6-4. 
but dismissed talk of a 
Sanipras rematch as prema- 
ture. 

“Its so difficult to win 
one match here, just to 
think about the semi-finals 
would be stupid for both 
persons," Corretja said. 
Sampras knows what 



Top seed Pete Sampras from the United States hits a return to opponent Patrick Baor 
From Germany during tbeir second round U.S. Open match, August 28. Sampras 
defeated Baur 7-5 6-4 6-3 (Reuters photo) 



Greg Rusedski from Great Britain hits a return to opponent Marcos Ondruska from 
South Africa during their second round US. Open match. Rusedski beat Ondruska 
7-6 l7-3) 6-4 6-1 (Reuters photo) 


such a showdown would 
mean, saying. "That got a 
lot of attention Iasi year. 
For the game. I'm sure it 
would be pretty exciting. 
People know the history.'* 

Sampras is trying to make 
a bit more history here, 
seeking an Hth career 
Grand Slam title to move 
within one of Roy 
Emerson's all-time record. 

Hingis is simply looking 
for her first U.S. Open title. 
She next faces 25th-rated 
Russian Elena Likhovtseva, 


who beat Czech q ualifi er 
Ludmila Richterova 7-5. 6- 
1. 

Hingis rose to 61-2 on the 
year. She has won seven 
titles and is an overwhelm- 
ing favorite, although she 
resists such a label, citing a 
loss to Lindsay Davenport 
in her final U.S. Open tune- 
up match. 

"No one is invincible,** 
she said, *T lost against 
Lindsay. Kind of took the 
pressure off me, that I can 
also lose sometimes. I'm 


ready for this one." 

Belarus qualifier Olga 
Barabanschikova, ranked 
9 1st. turned the day's big 
upset, beating 13th-seeded 
Dutchwoman Brenda 
Scbultz-McCarthy 6-3, 6-3. 
She next faces 40th-ranked 
Florencia Labat of 
Argentina. 

French Open champion 
Gustavo Kuerten, the ninth- 
seeded Brazilian, beat 
Dutch foe Sjeng Schalken 
6-4. 6-4, 6-1 
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U.S. Open diary 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Notes and quotes from the 
US Open tennis champi- 
onships on Thursday: 

• Rumour Mill One: 
Mary Joe Fernandez, who 
moved into the third round 
of the U.S. Open on 
Thursday, said rumours that 
she was contemplating 
retirement were unfounded. 
“At the end of last year, I 
was having a lot of wrist 
problems. I’ve been having 
them for a year," she said. 
“It yas just getting a little 
bit frustrating. A lot of 
rumours were going around 
about me not playing any 
more, but no, no retirement 
plans as of now. 

• Sampras makes a 
statement: World No. 1 
Pete Sampras, often criti- 
cized for lacky of flamboy- 
ance, is causing comments 
by wearing black shoes 
here at the U.S. Open. Tm 
making a statement. What 
that statement is, you tell 
me." Sampras said. 
"People are noticing them. 
That's what it’s all about. 
Sampras doubts he will 
wear the shoes very long 
but is enjoying the attention 
while it lasts. ‘It’s the same 
shoe I have always been 
wearing, except it's black,” 
he said. “When you wear 
something so radical, it gets 
a lot of attention” But 
don't look for Sampras to 
get much wilder. He vowed 
not to adopt the pink shirts 
of Andre Agassi or the body 
piercing touches of basket- 
ball bad boy Dennis 
Rodman. ‘Tm going to stay 
away from the pink,” 
Sampras said. ... 

• Rumour Mill Two; 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
said she didn’t have too 
much trouble keeping busy 
during the five-hour min 
delay before her U.S. Open 
second round match on 
Thursday. But she didn't 
spend any time playing tic- 
tac-toe with Pete Sampras 
in the locker room. 
“What?* the clearly puz- 
zled player said when asked 
if she hadn’t killed some 
time with the two-time 
defending men’s champion. 
“No.” Sanchez Vicario, 
who beat American Meileo 
Tu 6-2, 5-7, 6-2, said she 
tried to rest, read a book 
and listened to music. 
"Actually. I finished it” she 
said of the book. “I need 
another one. Hopefully it j 
doesn't rain any more, oth- , 
erwise I have to buy anoth- 1 
er one.” 

• Dreams don't die: 
Mary Joe Fernandez, who 
still holds the record as the 
youngest player ever to win 
a U.S. Open match, says 
the dreams ignited by that 
1985 victory still survive. 
Fernandez was just eight 
days past her 14th birthday 
when she defeated Sara 
Gomer in the 1985 Open. 
She went on to become the 
fourth-ranked player in the 
world in 1990 and 1991. 
And she reached the singles 
final of the Australian Open 
in, 1990 and ‘92, and of the 
French Open ' in 199 3. 
Fernandez is a five-time 
Grand Slam semi-finalist, 
but she has never won a 
singles crown in any of ten- 
nis’ four major events. “I 
think every . youngster 
dreams of winning a Grand 
Slam or Being number one 
in the world,”' she said. 
“Those dreams are still 
there until you fulfill them. 

1 still feel 1 have a good 
chance.” 
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Top seed Martina Hing is, from Switzerland, reaches for a backhand daring her sec- 
ond round U.S. Open match against Denisa Chladkova, of the Czech Republic. Hingis 
won the match 6-1 6-2 (Reuters photo) 


LIAR LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


ONE TOUGH BASTARD 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 




Celtic’s Jackson ruled out 


GLASGOW (AFP) — Scotland and Celtic 
striker Darren Jackson will be out of foot- 
i ball for at least three months after being 
, diagnosed as having a neurological prob- 
lem. Parkhead general manager Jock 
I Brown was quick to stress that the player 
is not suffering from a brain tumour, but 
did admit that Jackson's illness could be 
career-threatening. Jackson will now miss 
Scotland's Worid Cup qualifiers against 
Belarus at Aberdeen on Saturday week and 
Latvia next month, for which the squad is 
being named tomorrow. The illness first 
came ro light on Tuesday when Jackson 
missed the UEFA Cup victory against 
Austrian side Tirol. The club’s Une at the 
time was that be was suffering from a 
migraine and was unable to play. 

Betis to sign Denilson 


MADRID (AFP) — Spanish club Beds are 
set to sign Brazilian midfielder Denilson 
for a world record $34.8 million for the 
1998/99 season, Spanish press reported on 
Thursday. And the brilliant 20-year-old 
Sac Paulo player will have a buy-out 
clause of an amazing $425 million should 
another club wish to buy him during his 
1 1-year contract. The previous record was 
S26 milli on for world player of the year 
Ronaldo who went from Barcelona to Inter 
Milan. 


UEFA awards announced 

GENEVA I AFP) — Prize money for sides 
qualified for the group stages of the 
European Champions League have been 
announced by governing body UEFA here 




on Thursday. 

Each of the 24 teams will earn two million 
Swiss francs (about $1.4 million ) for just 
qualifying, plus a million francs for a win 
and half a million for a draw. 
Quarter-finalists will earn a further three 
millions francs and semi -finalists an extra 
3.25 million francs. The losing finalist will 
receive four million with the winner get- 
ting five million. 


Bowe to appear in court 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Former heavy- 
weight world boxing champion Riddick 
Bowe has been charged with domestic vio- 
lence against his wife Judy Bowe and 
summoned to appear in court on October 
6, police revealed on Thursday. The inci-! 
dent involving the 29-year-old American 
boxer, who retired in May to spend more 
time with his family, occurred last 
Tuesday. Judy Bowe, a year older than her 
husband, pressed charges with police iq 
Washington where they live with their five 
children. She told police: “He has assault*, 
ed me many times in the past but I never 
reported it,” 

Sammer back soon 

DORTMUND (AFP) — Gerauny: 
Borussia Dortmund’s European footballer 
of the year Matthias Sammer is set to 
begin tr ainin g on Monday with his club. 
Sweeper Sammer has been out of action 
following surgery on a right knee injury 
sustained on the opening day of the 
Bundesliga on Aug 3. 


French soccer on a high 


PARIS (AFP) — French clubs resume 
league action on Friday and Saturday on a 
major high after a record 10 clubs made it 
into the hat for Friday's European club 
competitions draw. 

A series of midweek heroics helped ease 
French football's perennial pain of seeing 
their best players leaving for foreign dubs. 

No country has ever had as many teams in 
Champions League. Cup Winners' Cup and 
UEFA Cup in one season of European 
action. 

Paris Saint Germain host Rennes on 
Saturday after one of the most remarkable 
European comebacks in recent years on 
Wednesday. 

They join Monaco, who entertain Metz on 
Friday evening, in the group stages of the 
Champions League. 

And there are a remarkable seven French 
sides in the first round of the UEFA Cup — 
Auxerre, Lyon and Bastia earned their 
berths by winning through the hnertoto Cup 
final rounds on Tuesday. 

They join Metz, Bordeaux, Nantes and 
Strasbourg as the dubs which had already 
qualified after last season. Second Division 
Nice complete the amazing 10 dub turn-out 
as the representatives in the Cup Winners' 
Cup. 

PSG’s astonishing 5-0 win over 
Romania's Steaua Bucharest to go through 
5-3 on aggregate 1 on Wednesday, was a tri- 
umph of nerve under extreme pressure. 

A 3-2 defeat in Bucharest was turned into 
a 3-0 loss by ruling body UEFA after they 
discovered Laurent Fournier, who was sup- 
posed to be suspended, actually played. 
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Most observers thought PSG had no 
chance, but a hat-trick from Brazilian Rai, 
one from the spot, and further efforts from 
Marco Simone and Florian Maurice, saved 
the club an estimated $12 million in rev- 
enue from the lucrative group stages of the 
Champions League. 

Metz, who lead PSG by three points after 
beating them 2-1 at home last Friday, visit 
champions Monaco on Friday. 

Third-place Bastia, a point behind PSG, 
travel to Lyon on Saturday. Bastia president 
Francois Nicolai was delighted at achieving 
a first appearance in Europe for 15 years. 
“It’s taken a long time, but 1 thiak now we 
have the necessary structures at the club to 
be competitive." 

The Corsican club meet a Lyon side with- 
out defender Cedric Uras, who played in 
Tuesday’s Intertoto victory over 
Montpellier, but is suspended following a 
dismissal in a reserve match. 

Lens, in fourth spot, host Montpellier on 
Saturday and on Friday evening, fifth- 
placed Marseille have a run-out at 
Guingamp. 

Auxerre, the 1995/96 French League and 
Cup double winners, visit Bordeaux on 
Saturday and coach Guy Roux is expected 
to name the same side which beat 
Duisbourg in the Intertoto Cup. 

■ 

_ _ _ 
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Nabil & Hi sham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 j 

The satirical play 


AMNAIAIYAHO 

performance starts at 8:30 p.m. 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 

For reservations call 625155 
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Faisaii win Shield final I Wright 

charged 
over 

Leicester 
bust-up 


• r '' ‘ ■: i: r -r- - ' 

By a Jordan Tinas 
Slafif Reporter . 

AMMAN M Pahali 
Thursday uon their T^mh 
Jordan Soccer Redcnukw 
(JSF) Shield after defeating 
At WIHdja 3-2'th-ema time 
to win the second of die 
season's soccer lilies. 

A! Faisaii joined A1 
Ramtha and Al Wihdat as 
four time wingers of the 
Shield in which only Plnf- 
rarer League trains earn-; 
pelcdL 

At Wihdat iiad woo ifce 
season’s inaugural evehi — 

leaving die JonJaaCup and 
PremierJjcague Bophrcs up 
for grata: 

With their win Thursday, 
A! FaisaK co n ti n ue d to led 
both teams' .Shield record 
at 7-4. "At Faisaii had also 
won their two previous 
Shield final appea r a n ces in 
1987 and 1993. 

At Wihdat and Ai Faisab' 
w ill play again ttexi Friday 
in a delayed Premier 
League match when the 
fourth wed; of die compe- 
tition resumes Sept. I fol- 
lowing a two-week break 
because of AI Wibdat's par- 
ticipation in ibe Arab Cup 
Winner** Cup in Egypt. 

Thursday’s final match 
was officiated by Saudi ref- 
erees upon the request of 
AI Faisaii. 

The match was due to 
have bees held May 26 but 
was indefinitely postponed 
because of AI Faisaii 's 
request to enlist foreign 
referees for the highly- 
awaited match grouping 
the countries top two 
teams. 

White the JSF regulations 
bar foreign referees from 



Faisal Ibrahim (L) of Allvihdat fights for the ball with 
Jafer Haznmad from AI Faisaii in the Jordon soccer 
Federation Shield final. AI Faisaii woo 5-2 (Reuters 
photo) 


officiating local matches. 
AI Wtbdat did not at first 
object to Faisali’s demand 
but the JSF did not reach a 
decision, which led to the 
indefinite postponement of 
the match. 

Citing JSF rules which 
state that any club refusing 
to play a final match be 
considered a loser with a 3- 
0 result, AI Wihdat then 
issued a statement stating 
that they would not play 
the match and consider 
themselves the winners. . 

Following that, AI Faisuli 
asked for a JSF general 
assembly meeting which 
also led to a change in the 
ticket sales formula. How- 
ever, Al Wihdat rejected the 
new formula and decided 


to boycott the Premier 
League and Jordan Cup 
contests. 

After meeting with JSF 
President HRH Prince 
Abdullah, the club only 
decided to return to compe- 
tition after the JSF brought 
back the old formula 
regarding revenues, which 
allocate 33 per cent to the 
two dubs contesting the 
match, 35 per cent to be 
split between the remaining 
eight clubs in Premier 
League, 25 per cent to the 
JSF and 5 per cent xo the 
first and second division 
clubs. 

The formula rejected by 
Al Wihdat had less for the 
clubs contesting the match, 
and more to the JSF. 


Madrid derby starts Spanish season 


MADRID (AFP) — Follow- 
ing a summer of frantic 
transfer activity, the Spanish 
football season kicks off this 
weekend with an enticing 
derby between Madrid chibs 
Real and Atietico. 

Some 42 billion pesetas 
f 5270 million ) haw changed 
hands during the close sea- 
son as the leading clubs shuf- 
fled their packs in readiness 
for the new season, and there 
will be plenty of expensive 
talent on show at the intimi- 
dating Bemabeu stadium. 

Real do have a new coach 
in Jupp Heynckes and the 
former Tenerife coach, who 
replaced the AC Milan- 
bound Fabio Capetio at the 
end of last season, certainly 
has grounds for optimism. 

Pre-season has gone partic- 
ularly well for the champi- 
ons, culminating in a 4-1 
thrashing of bitter rivals 
Barcelona in the second leg 
of the Spanish Super Cup last 
Saturday. 

Teenage striker Raul 
scored twice in that match 
and his performances up 
front will be key to both 
Real's defence of their tide 
and their European Champi- 
ons League campaign. 

Saturday's visitors are sure 


-to provide de&nt opposition, 
however, with new signings 
Juninho, from Middles- 
brough, and Christian Vieri, 
from Juvcntus, bound to pro- 
vide them with plenty of cre- 
ative spark and punch up 
front. 

Atietico have won five of 
their nine pre-season games 
and should provide a stiff 
examination of Clarence 
Seedcuf, Roberto Carlos and 
company in the Real mid- 
field. 

Barcelona have made up 
for the loss of goal hero 
Ronaldo to Inter Milan by 
snapping up two more 
Brazilians — Sonny Ander- 
son from Monaco and 
Deportivo La Coruna's 
Rivaldo. 

With framer Ajax defender 
Michael Reiziger and French 
forward Chrisiophe Dugarry 
also arriving at the club, 
Barca's success-hungry fans 
will be expecting to win 


either the championship or 
the Champions League — 
preferably both. 

Yet Van Gaal has cause for 
concern regarding his 
defence. The departure of 
Laurent Blanc and Gica 
Popescu has left a soft centre 
in his back line, a weakness 
fully exploited by Real 
Madrid in the Super Cup. 

Valencia are another club 
thinking big this season. 
Combative French defender 
Jocelyn Angioma and Aux- 
erre’s gifted Algerian mid- 
fielder Moussa Saib add a 
dash of French panache to 
the squad, but Valencia's 
jewel in die crown is Brazil- 
ian Romano up front 

The star of the last World 
Cup signed from Flamengo 
in the summer and Valencia 
will be hoping he can fire the 
goals to help them mount a 
serious title challenge — 
starting on Sunday at pro- 
moted Majorca. 


LONDON (AFP) — Awe- 
oafs Ian Wright faces the 
prospect of a lengthy ban 
after being charged with 
misconduct by the Football 
Association for his pari in 
an ugly confrontation in 
Wednesday’s English Pre- 
miership clash with Leices- 
ter. 

Wright's team-mate 
Patrick Vieira and Leices- 
ter City captain Steve 
Walsh have also been 
charged, after referee Grit- 
ham Barber reported the 
trio to the FA for "adopting 
an aggressive attitude 
towards each other after the 
game." 

But it is Wright, given his 
previous disciplinary 
record, who has the most to 
fear if he is found guilty by 
a disciplinary commission. 

It is possible the FA will 
invoke their "last chance” 
warning handed out to 
Wright in June which fol- 
lowed a 15.000 pound 
(about $24,000 ) fine relat- 
ing to two incidents in 
April. 

Wright, 33. has recently 
had counselling in an effort 
to try and curb the type of 
outburst witnessed at 
Leicester, but the tempera- 
mental Gunner could now 
be liit with a heavy fine and 
even a suspension. 

The episode is sure to 
cause embarrassment to the 
Football Association, who 
caused controversy by hir- 
ing the Arsenal hitman to 
head an FA advertising 
campaign. 

England star Wright had 
been substituted in the sec- 
ond half, but ran on to the 
pitch to join a posse of 
Arsenal players who sur- 
rounded referee Barber 
after a 95th minute equalis- 
er from Walsh. 

Wright then appeared to 
aim a blow in the direction 
of Walsh before he was 
dragged away by his team- 
mates. 


Maradona again tests 
positive for cocaine 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
Argentine football star 
Diego Maradona has for 
the third time in his career 
tested positive for illicit 
drugs, an official with the 
Argentine Football Associ- 
ation said late Thursday. 

The positive test seemed 
certain to end Maradona's 
attempted comeback at the 
age of 36. 

When his number was 
drawn out of the hat for a 
dope test after Boca Juniors 
opening match of the sea- 
son against .Argentina 
Juniors. Maradona report- 
edly looked aghast. 

And when the first test 
was completed this week it 
was clear why. 

The player who dazzled 
football fans worldwide 
with his artistry but whose 
private live spun wildly out 
of his control, had been 
caught again. 

Maradona's demise 
began alter he led Argenti- 
na to the 1986 World Cup 
in Mexico. The first man 
since Pele to be universally 
hailed as the world's great- 
est player, suddenly found 
himself unable to cope with 
the adulation heaped on 
him. 

Helping Naples to the 
Italian League and Cup 
double in 1987, the UEFA 
Cup in 1989 and the Italian 
league for a second time in 
1990, Maradona was 
already battling against his 
inner demons. 

Sex, drink and drugs 
were slowly turning the 
world’s greatest player into 
an overweight shadow of 
his former-self. 

Finally his private ’’life 
began to create more head- 
lines than his skills on the 
field. Drug squad officers 
in Italy became more inter- 
ested in him than referees 
were. 

Is the first drugs case 
against him, Maradona was 
convicted in Naples in Sep- 
tember 1991 of possessing 
cocaine and was sentenced 
to 14 months in jail. 

Maradona, sentenced in 
his absence, left the coun- 



Argentine veteran soccer star Diego Maradona, seen in this July 13 file photo playing 
a friendly match for Boca Juniors, failed a drug test the Argentine Football Associa- 
tion (AFAjf announced, the third time Maradona tested positive (Reuters photo) 


try for his native Argentina, 
protesting his innocence. 

But trouble followed him. 
He was also convicted by 
an .Argentine court on drugs 
charges a few months after 
his return to Buenos Aires. 

The troubled Maradona 
was clearly struggling to 
come to grips with his life 
in the fast lane. 

One day he would dis- 
miss the charges against 
him as fiction. The next he 
would admit be was 
hooked on cocaine. 

“I was, am and always 
will be a drug addict. 
Cocaine never left me free 
to think and act,” he con- 
fessed in one soul-baring 
interview. 

He admitted taking drugs 
for tbe first time at the age 
of 22, as he started to make 
his name in Europe with 
Barcelona and then -Naples. 

In an article entitled 
"How I fought my drugs 
hell,” Maradona told bow 
he took cocaine for the first 
time in 19S2 and how his 
family — in particular his 
children — had suffered as 
a result. 

Maradona related bow 
his daughter Gianina once 
asked him for a cup of 


water but he was unable to 
get up and go to her after 
collapsing onto his bed in a 
cocaine-induced stupor. 

"I couldn't get up. My 
hands were rremblins," he 
said. 

Gianina again asked him 
for a drink of water, but he 
could not go to her. 

"The cocaine had put me 
in a complete haze," he 
explained. 

But Maradona, who was 
beginning to sign up with 
as many health clinics as 
football clubs us he 
attempted to control his 
drug habit, still craved the 
high be got from playing 
football. 

However, now out of 
shape and out of form 
except for fleeting 
glimpses of his genius, 
Maradona- was forced to 
take new drugs as he joined 
Argentina m the United 


States for the 1994 World 
Cup. 

Caught taking a cocktail 
of stimulants after a ran- 
dom test, the reason behind 
his sudden return to form 
was exposed. 

Maradona was thrown 
odt of the World Cup and 
banned for 15 months. 

HLs signing with Boca 
Juniors for the third time 
was supposed to be his 
final hurrah — when he 
could end his career on the 
football field rather than a 
prison cell. 

But his latest positive 
drugs test has put paid to 
his final dream. Perhaps the 
fact that he has managed, 
despite the sex, drugs and 
drink, to last so long after 
his debut at the age of 16, 
proves that he really once 
was the world’s greatest 
football. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAVJ SHARff 
ATANNAH HIRSCH 


A STEP SHORT OP SUICIDE 


Vt’H’ l //custom Cur f or Sale 


Full Options Volvo 960, Model 97 
Open 1 Year Waranfy . Price : 23500 J.D.'s 
For more information please call : 
4396286 or 079/58522 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 


Required for immediate employment a Project Manager with the following 
qualifications: 

• University degree in electrical or mechanical engineering. 

• Minimum of 15 years experience in contracting with at least (5) years 
as a Project Manager. 

• Conversant in spoken & written English. 

• Good experience in contracts administration including thorough 
understanding of the general and special conditions of contracts. 

Interested & eligible applicants for the above post can send their 
curriculum vitae to: 

The Personnel Manager 
P.O. Box 950524 
Amman - 11195 - Jordan 
or Fax. No.: 686315 

with In confidence. 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 


NORTH 

*1054 

9A9S 
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* K 76 
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0QJ5 
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Opening lead: Three of * 

h is ted enough having to suffer 
the throes of a squeeze executed by 
your opponent. But when partner is 
tbe perpetrator. _ 

The auction could have come 
from a bridge primer. South bad a 
balanced hand of 18 paints with a 
stopper in every suit, facing an 
opening bid. The iuxnn to two no 


crump described that band perfect- 
ly and North had no ambitions 
beyond game. 

West led a spade* and dec larer 
captured East’s jsd with the king. 
Declarer could count seven fast 
tricks, and that increased to eight 
when, at trick two, the queen of dia- 
monds was covered fay toe king and 
taken with dummy's ace, A 3-8 split 
in dobs would give declarer the ful- 
filling trick, but that was against 
the odds. Instead, declarer elected 
to exit with a spade! 

West won and cashed two more 
spade tricks, declarer discarding a 
dub from dummy j>n ^ a heart frp p 
hand. East parted with two hearts, 
and West was now just one step 
away from having to commit patt- 
er to the guillotine- Had West led 
[another spade. East would have 
(been able to delay the inevitable fay 
[discarding a diamond, but as soon 
as declarer played a diamond East 
would have to make a filial Bluff in 
(either hearts or dubs. 

But West was a thoughtful part- 
ner. Putting the last spade in cold 
storage, the defender shifted to tbe 
ten <H diamonds Now there was no 
way for dedotr to establish the ful- 
filling 



Ceramic business requires a person with proven 
abilities in the creative/visual arts. Prior ceramic 
experience not required. Must have knowledge of 
local trends, styles,' and tastes. International 
experience gained through travel, education, or 
work is desirable. Must be seif-motivated and work 
independently; as well as with others in a team! 
Familiarity with computer assisted design is 
desirable. Fluency in spoken English. 

Send CVs to: 

Designer Position, P.O. Box 851681, 
Amman 11185, Jordan by Sept 13, 1997. 


WANTED 


A local contracting company is looking for a full- 
time Secretary/Office Manager. English and 
Arabic, verbal and written, fluency is a must. 
Word Processing and Spreadsheet skilly 
required. Offering attractive remuneration. i 

PJease reply by faxing CV to 
679583 and/or calling 079/24231. J 


©-STOP 


CCp ouallpbkll 

kA/V/ SPECIAL SYSTEMS CO. 


Join the internet safely. 


FARM SPRINKLER 
EQUIPMENTS/FOR SALE 


- Irrigation Akimmum Pipe Section (2) , (3) & (4) 
. inch, (6) Mater Long, Complete with Couplers 

- Qty = (70000), Seventy Thousand pipes . 

- Cooper Spifeiktefs, Qty =* (40000) forty 
thousand Sprinklers. 

- With huge special accessories, fittings, and 
spate parts. 

- Materials ARE USA MADE. 
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VACANCY 


The U.S.* Embassy in Amman has a vacancy for a 
Press Specialist to advise the Public Affairs and 
Press Officers in planning, programming and 
administering public diplomacy media programs and 
press events. Applicants must have a university 
degree preferably in liberal arts, journalism, political 
science, economics, international relations or 
related fields. 

Specialized training in press and publications, radio 
& TV preferred; 5-7 years experience in 
communications media as a journalist, broadcaster, 
advertising executive, public affairs officer, or 
combination of similar experience; fluency in spoken 
and written Engfish and Arabic; ability to develop 
and maintain high level contacts In media and 
government circles; and good computer skills. 

Only qualified applicants who meet ail of the above 
should submit an application (available at Embassy 
gate) to the Personnel Officer prior to September 
10, 1997. ■■ 


Use X-STOP to protect your family 
and community from internet 
pornography and smut flow. 

Use X-^HADOi*/ to protect your 
company / organization from 
internet pornography and misuse. 

Contact SSC for details. 
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Acen<* IBM ® ATaT 


Tel: 664221 Fax: 681557 R O. Box: 91 62 Code: 11191 e-mail: sscmngmt_ssc@nets.com .Jo 
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‘A MIRACLE' IN BETHLEHEM: Julia Anthrapulo (left), with the hand of 
another relative (unseen), helps her daughter Helena to walk, Thursday, after 
the crippled 5-year-old was laid down on the holy site in the Grotto in the 
Church of the Nativity where according to tradition Jesus Christ was bom. 

ys the 
for her 
handi- 
capped from birth. The family waited forTwo days to enter Bethlehem before 
Israel lifted its month-long closure on the biblical dty. The family is calling it a 
miracle (Reuters photo) 

Sudanese rebel chief snubs 
Khartoum over peace talks 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Sudanese rebel leader 
John Garang left his mediator 
hosts in South Africa Friday 
saying he was determined to 
cut no deals with the 
Khartoum mili tary junta, 
which he dismissed as self- 
serving. 

Colonel Garang, speaking 
at Johannesburg airport a day 
alter talks with South African 
President Nelson Mandela, 
told reporters he would not 
talk to junta leader Omar 
Bashir except on the basis of 
1994 peace principles. 

He ruled out taking part in 
talks Mr. Mandela plans to 
host in Pretoria Sunday 
between General Bashir and 
his Ugandan counterpart 
Yoweri Museveni, whose 
governments accuse each 
other of supporting cross-bor- 
der rebel groups. 

Col. Garang said that “at the 
present time, Gen. Bashir is 
interested to sell his internal 
agreement” — a deal the 
Islamic fundamentalist- 
backed general cut with splin- 
ter Sudanese rebel groups ear- 
lier this year. 

“He needs a handshake 
from me. It is for his pur- 
pose." added Co). Garang. 


whose Sudan People's 
Liberation Array (SPLA) has 
been fighting since I9S3 to 
end Islamic domination of the 
mainly animist and Christian 
south. 

The SPLA leader said he 
had urged Mr. Mandela “to 
appeal to Bashir to take the 
IGAD peace process serious- 
ly.” referring to previous 
efforts undertaken by the east 
African Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development 
(IGAD), spearheaded by 
Kenyan President Daniel 
Arap Moi. 

In 1994, a tentative “decla- 
ration of principles" was 
achieved under IGAD aus- 
pices. providing for “self- 
determination for the people 
of southern Sudan and other 
marginalised land” in Africa’s 
largest nation. Col. Garang 
pointed out 

He staled that “in order to 
maintain the unity of the 
country, there must be a sup- 
pression of the Islamic state,” 
hinting at strict Islamic Sharia 
law imposed by successive 
Khartoum regimes. 

But last July. General 
Bashir said in Nairobi that the 
1994 IGAD “principles were 
not binding.” 


Weekend peace talks organ- 
ised by South Africa as a fol- 
low-up to IGAD initiatives 
are thus expected primarily to 
tackle the strained Sudan- 
Uganda ties rather than the 
14-year Sudanese civil war. 

“We have separated the two 
Issues" — relations between 
Khartoum and Kampala on 
the one hand and the war on 
the other — Col. Garang said 
Thursday after meeting Mr. 
Mandela. 

Mr. Mandela then said he 
would chair a meeting in 
Pretoria involving only Gen. 
Bashir and Museveni, and 
that he had invited 
Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe, in his capac- 
ity as Organisation of African 
Unity chairman, to attend the 
summit. 

“The meeting Sunday has 
nothing to do with bringing 
about peace in Sudan,” Mr. 
Mandela said. “It relates only 
to relations between Uganda 
and Sudan." 

Col. Garang Friday dis- 
missed breakaway former 
allies as “factitious move- 
ments" and has claimed that 
Beshir's primary interest in 
southern Sudan lay in the oil 
reserves known to lie there. 


Doubts surface in Israel on reunion 
of Yemeni woman with lost mother 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Documents surfaced 

Wednesday casting doubt on 
the authenticity of an emo- 
tional reunion earlier this 
week between a Yemeni Jew 
and the mother from whom 
she was allegedly stolen 50 
years ago in an adoption 
racket. 

Tziila Levine, an Israeli 
now living in California, 
believed she had found her 
long lost mother Monday 
thanks to DNA tests purport- 
edly showing a genetic link 
to Margalit Amosi. 

But according to records 
published in the Israeli press 
Thursday, Levine was adopt- 
ed in Israel several months 
before Amosi even immigrat- 
ed to Israel as pan of an air- 
lift of some 43,000 Yemeni 
Jews in late 1949 and early 
1950. 

Levine arrived in Israel ear- 
lier this month bearing a let- 
ter from her adoptive Israeli 
mother acknowledging that 
she had been kidnapped from 
her real parents in 1949, sev- 


eral weeks after her birth. 

Levine’s reunion with her 
mother — which dominated 
Israeli newspapers and televi- 
sion news — was seen as 
dramatic evidence backing 
up cl aims by Yemeni activists 
that several thousand babies 
bom to the new arrivals in 
1949 and 1950 were stolen 
and put up for adoption by 
childless Israeli couples. 

The documents released 
this week purport to show 
that Levine’s adoption 
process took place between 
November 1948 and 
February 1949, before Amosi 
even arrived in the country in 
September 1949. 

A district attorney investi- 
gating the stolen baby allega- 
tions also noted in interviews 
that Amosi herself says her 
missing daughter was 
already a year old when they 
arrived in Israel and disap- 
peared six months later from 
a Tel Aviv hospital where she 
was being treated for an ill- 
ness. 

Levine dismissed the new 


evidence on Thursday, say- 
ing a radio.interview, “I know 
I have found my family." 

“This is a very deep feeling 
that goes even farther than 
the genetic tests, bur I also 
know there are doubts and 
we must verily the docu- 
ments," she said. 

Levine’s attorney. Rami 
Zuberi. said many docu- 
ments concerning the 
Yemeni immigration include 
inaccurate dates and other 
information, due both to the 
often chaotic circumstances 
of the mass airlift and the 
backward circumstances in 
which many of the new 
arrivals had lived in Yemen. 

He said other documents 
were deliberately falsified to 
hide the illegal adoption 
activities. 

A commission looking into 
the alleged kidnapping of 
Yemeni babies plans to call 
in the expert who carried out 
the DNA tests on Levine and 
Amosi to testify and may 
seek new DNA tests, officials 
said. 
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Rabin was ready to negotiate 
Golan pullout — Rabinovich 


TEL AVIV (R) — A former minister since June last year. 
Israeli negotiator with Syria ' has vowed never to return any 


said on Thursday that Israel 
agreed in principle more than 
three years ago to discuss 
pulling out from the Golan 
Heights in return for suitable 
peace and security arrange- 
ments. 

Former chief negotiator 
Itamar Rabinovich confirmed 
in Israeli radio interviews a 
Haaretz daily report that the 
late Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin laid out such negotiat- 
ing terms in 1993-94 for then 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. 

Rabin was assassinated by a 
right-wing Jew in 1995. He 
never voiced publicly how far 
he was willing to pull back 
from the Golan beyond say- 
ing the extent of Israel's with- 
drawal would match the depth 
of peace with Damascus. 

Right-winger Benyamin 
Netanyahu, Israel’s prime 


part of the Golan, captured 
from Syria in the 1967 Arab- 
Isradi war. 

On Thursday, he denied 

being bound by past discus- 
sions. 

’There’s no contractual sys- 
tem between Israel and Syria 
in connection with a peace 
agreement that obligates 
Israel. The United States also 
understands that and accepts 
it,” he told Israel’s army radio 
while on a visit to South 
Korea. 

“Therefore the basic ques- 
tion isn’t things which were 
discussed between various 
elements in the past but thing s 
which will be discussed.” be 
said. 

Israel’s on- ag ain. off- again 
talks with Syria last took 
place in early 1996. Talks 
have yet to resume under Mr. 
Netanyahu. Damascus 


demands that Israel withdraw 
My from the occupied terri- 
tory. 

Mr. Rabinovich said Syrian 
President Hafez Assad missed 
an opportunity with Rabin 

and Ins Labour Party succes- 
sor Shimon Peres, both of 
whom were ready to make 
concessions in return for a 
suitable peace package. 

“I believe Assad under- 
stands today that he could 
twice have made peace, not 
under the full terms he would 
have wanted [but] under rea- 
sonable, acceptable condi- 
tions.” Mr. Rabinovich said 

Haaretz said secret proto- 
cols of Rabin's talks showed 
that in 1994 he told Mr. 
Christopher he was ready to 
conduct negotiations on a 
withdrawal to the pre-war 
lines on condition he knew 
from the start that Mr. Assad 
was ready to accept his condi- 
tions for security arrange- 


ments and "real peace.” 
including open borders and 
diplomatic relations. 

The newspaper said these 
discussions were codenamed 
“pocket” because they 
remained in the figurative 
pocket of the U.S_ the main 
Middle East broker. The 
Americans promised to raise 
the issue with Mr. Assad 
albeit not as an Israeli com- 
mitment But Mr. Assad never 
accepted the negotiating for- 
mula. 

“The things were formulat- 
ed with a great deal of caution 
with a whole lot of condi- 
tions. I heard and was familiar 
with the things, let’s say it that 
way. And because the things 
were formulated with a great 
deal of caution and a whole 
lot of conditions, from 
Assad's standpoint there was 
no agreement” Mr. 
Rabinovich said. 


Thousands 
protest law . 
against 
affirmative 

action in U.S. 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
Thousands of people 
marched across San 
Francisco’s Golden Gate 
Bridge to protest a state law 
banning affirmative action 
programmes that took effect 
Thursday. 

Several thousand men, 
women and children from 
all over California walked 
peacefully across the ele- 
gant bridge under glistening 
blue skies to protest the con- 
troversial measure that was 
passed by state voters last 
November. 

The law, also known as 
Proposition 209, took effect 
one week after a Federal 
Appeals Court in San 
Francisco affirmed its earli- 
er ruling that the measure 
was constitutional. 

Opponents planned to file 
papers soon with the U.S. 
Supreme Court seeking to 
block implementation of the 
law until the court decides 
whether to review the case. 

"Renew your commitment 
to make sure that equal 
opportunity is a reality, not 
only in the rest of the nation 
but also in the state that now 
represents the symbol of 
bigotry by virtue of the pas- 
sage of Proposition 209,” 
San Francisco Mayor Willie 
Brown urged the marchers 
before they set out 
The “Save the Dream” 
march was called by civil 
rights leader Rev. Jesse 
Jackson on the 34th anniver- 
sary of the huge 1963 
“march on Washington” that 
culminated with the Rev. 
Martin Luther king’s T have 
a dream” speech "about his 
hope for racial equality. 

Rev. Jackson announced 
the march several weeks ago 
to protest the measure that 
bars preferential treatment 
based on race or gender in 
public employment, educa- 
tion and contracting in 
California. It was a coinci- 
dence that Proposition 209 
took effect on the same date. 

Organisers said marchers 
also included Patricia 
Ireland, president of the 
National Organisation for 
Women, Kweisi Mfume, 
head of the National 
Association for the 
Advancement- of Coloured 
People. Rep. Maxine 
Waters, D. -California and 
local political leaders. ~ 

The multiracial crowd 
walked slowly across the 
bridge sidewalk, from Marin 
county to San Francisco, 
causing little or no disrup- 
tion to traffic. Some 
marchers chanted. ‘‘209 is 
out of line.” 

In a sign that some people 
opposed the march, two 
small aircraft flew overhead 
dragging banners reading 
“quotas are wrong — Rev. 
Jesse be gone" and “real 
women don't need femi- 
nists” California was the 
first state to ban affirmative 
action programmes. 

Twenty-three other states 
are reported to be consider- 
ing similar measures. 


Scientists spot * jet streams’ in Sun 


WASHINGTON (R; — 

Giant “jet streams” of hot 
plasma are flowing beneath 
the surface of the Sun and 
may be whar causes Sun 
spots and solar storms, U.S. 
and European astronomers 
said. 

They said they may be able 
to use the information to pre- 
dict the sunspots and the 
storms, which can have 
effects on earth ran ging from 
radio interference to knock- 
ing out power stations. 

“We have detected motion 
s imilar to the weather patterns 
in the earth’s atmosphere,” 
Jesper Schou of California's 
Stanford University told a 
news conference. 

If the patterns are similar, 
perhaps they could be pre- 
dicted, the National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) and 
European Space Agency 
(ESA) experts said. 

They used observations 
from the Solar and 
Heliospheric Observatory' 
(SOHO), which is studying 
the sun from just under 92 
milli on miles away. The Earth 
is 93 million miles from the 
Sun. 

One of the 12 instruments 
aboard SOHO is the 
Micbelson Doppler Imager, 
which measures the effects of 
sound waves inside the Sun. 

“These techniques allow us 
to peer inside the Sun using 
sound waves, much like a 
doctor can look inside a preg- 
nant woman with a sono- 
gram,” Mr. Schou said. 

They were astonished to 
find a complex pattern of 
streams and currents under 
the surface. 

“What we have here is an 
inroad into understanding the 
solar cycle, the 1 1-year cycle 
of sunspots that has been puz- 
zling us for centuries." said 
Craig Deforest of Stanford. 

One circles the poles, while 
a series of others migrate 
towards the solar equator. 
They are huge, although not 
compared with the Sun's 
overall size. ‘You can fit 
almost 100 Earths inside this 
jetstream," Mr. Schou said. 

The belts rub against slower 
moving plasma — hot burn- 
ing gas — inside the Sun. 

‘Thai is where the sunspots 
form,” said Douglas Gough 
of Britain's Cambridge 
University. 

The same processes could 
also underlie solar flares and 
storms, in which electromag- 
netic radiation and electrified 
particles shoot out from the 
sun's surface. 

Mr. Gough said the streams 
created opposing forces 
called shears. ‘Think of them 
like elastic bands,” be said. 
They were twisted and pulled 
by the motion. 

“Then it slips. It either 
snaps or it contracts and 
shoots out material tike a 
slings hot" 

The scientists compared the 
solar “rivers” to atmospheric 
currents on Earth. 

u We are just be ginn ing to 
understand how the Earth’s 
atmosphere operates.” Mr. 
Gough said. “Now we are 
getting tremendous and inter- 
esting details from the Sun/' 

Mr. Deforest said knowing 
this could help scientists to 
predict sunspot activity. “We 
can predict where on die Sun 
these things arise,” he said. 

He compared this sun- watch- 


all owed prediction of general sunspot will arise, just like it’s 

weather patterns but not not easy to predict where a 
Localised events. thunderstorm will break out" 

“We hope this will help pie- But knowing the right area 
diet the solar cycle,” he said. might add a tew days to the 
“But ir will not be possible warnings that are now given 
to predict where an individual when a solar storm is coming. 



beneath the surface of the Sun andTSayhexvhat'catts- 
es sun spots and solar storms, U.S. and European 
astronomers said on Thursday. This image, taken 
using the Michelson Doppler Imager (MDD ins bu- 
rn ent on board the NASA/ESA Solar arid 
Heliospheric Obervatory (SOHO) spacecraft shows 
differences in the rotation speed of solar material 
This image is made from continuous observations 
over aperiod of twelve months beginning in May 
1996. The false colours represent speed; red material 
is rotating the fastest, dark blue, the slowest (Reuters 
photo) 



In this image, the false colours represent the outer- 
ence in speeds between various areas of the Sun; 
red and yellow is faster than average, blue is slow- 
er than average (Reuters photo) 
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to meteorology, which 


?” ag \ is a representation of the surface 

How from the equator to the poles of the Sun, The flow 
lines overlap an image of the rotation speed at the Sun's 
surfac^ taken using the Michelson Doppler Im a ger 
(MpD instrument on board the NASA/ESA Solar and 
Heliospheric Obervatory (SOHO) spacecraft over a 
pmod of twelve months ending June 1997. The false 
colours represent rotation speed; red material is rotat- 
ing faster than the blue material (Reuters photo) 
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spicy 7 ranged 
deodorants 
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LONDON (Appf^ 

British pop seiKatibf 
Spree Girls are afe e ^ 
practical dimension2i£/ ^ 

™ JW- ptriiosg* ; ^ 
with the launch of an : ® 
cial” Spice deodoraaorv 
body spray promis^ 
deliver “girl powet-^c 
dence all day Jong,^ wife ‘ , 
scent evocative of die feistv j 
fivesome themselves/ ^ The 
spray includes whiffe. of 
lavender and vanilla 
resent Baby Spice- Emma, 
warm amber and red pep. 
per for Ginger Spice Ge£ 
jasmine -and muguet for 
Posh Spice Victoria, 4 
gerine for Sporty Spice 
Mel C and padiuk wood for 
Scary Spice Mel B. 

Prince Andrew 
dumped by 
recent romance 
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LONDON (AFP) - 
Divorced British royal 
Prince Andrew and his girl- 
friend of six months have 
split up because his ex-wife 
Sarah Feiguson kept inter- 
fering with the relatioo- 
ship, the British press 
reported Friday. “Rrgie 
has managed to scupper it | 
as she has with all his girl- 
friends,” the Sun tabloid 
newspaper quoted an 
undisclosed friend of the 
prince. The 29-year-old 
brunette Henriette Peace, 
who works as a researcher 
for the BBC, reportedly 
decided to leave Andrew 
after he joined his- former 
wife on holiday in Tuscany 
earlier this month, after 
promising to take Pe^ce in 
Barbados. - 1 :- 
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Princess Diana 
frolics with Dodi 
on jet ski . — Sun 
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LONDON (R) — .The top- 
selling Sun newspaper car- 
ried the front-page:._bead- 
line “Di’s Legover”- as 
British tabloids splashed 
more pictures of 
Diana's latest /holiday 
romance with DodfcFayed 
The photos showed Diana 
lifting a foot ovct the 
Egyptian's shoulder and 
clinging to him as/, they 
frolicked on a jet ski in the \. v . : 
Mediterranean off t 

Sardinia. 
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British woman gave 
birth to husband’s / 
child 3 years after 
bis death 
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LONDON (AFP) — A 
British widow has given 
birth to her husband's 
daughter three years after 
his death, a London hospi- 
tal disclosed Friday. Tbe 
37-year-oJd woman was . - 1 1 -, I AN deleoa- 
made pregnant with a sin- J'_ | ir 'Washington 
gle sperm cell taken from . , L.S. Secre- 

her husband -while he was '• Mjdeleine 

still alive using a new tech- ' ' 111 ' the Middle 
nique. The husband, who c //.' l71 ; ,ril h- .tide of 

died from a terminal til- ^ - Yasser 

ness, donated his sperm 1)*/ 
after giving his wrinen : , v . k u high fe^ el dele- 
consent for it to be used, ft ^ h u '/I -i>fi V\ash- 
was frozen and stored until 7^/ anival of 

his wife decided to try for a Albright in 

baby. ->J ? A h, t 
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Japanese set new 
records for life 
expectancy 
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TOKYO (AP) — Already ;i li , (ii ^P [ ^mber 9 for her 

the- world's longesv-living : U,t. Lo ^ Mid- 
people, Japanese men and j '* mc l^ Egyp^ 
women have set new - ria ^ 

records for life expectancy: . v ^ ^ r 
according to a government A- [h ; /~ li;,n aim^ "to 
report released Friday- The f| r ' ’P^r positive 

average Japanese woman ^ j ensure the 
can expect to live 83.59 r M r & , s - Albright’s 
years, and men will proba- ^ !na ^aid. 

bly live to be 77.01, said :«h Arafat and 

the report by the rahiistry c Minister 

of health and welfare. It -'■fitanvahu 

the longest life expectancy %. Ur their 
for any country in die Peace 
world. The government of Ms. 


says the trend will contm- 'a tel eD k^_ 
ue. Itpredicts that by 2010 \k ® tijscussiwi 
older Japanese will m 3 ^ Ml Arafat 

up 22 per cent of the pop 0 ' "not 

lation, exceeding the num- ^ ! esu n j^ with 

ber of children by 50 P er , f| “ le Pales- 
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